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le Australia’s 
world number 
one tennis 


star, Lleyton Hewitt is 
battling a chicken pox 
epidemic in a desperate 
bid to appear in next 
week's Australian Open 
in Melbourne, national 
team skipper and 
Middlesbrough —mid- 
fielder Paul Okon 
declared over the week- 
end that the illness 
might be the only thing 
left to save his career at 
the English premiership 
club. 

In the words of a frus- 
trated Okon, ‘In my current 
situation, I don't feel that 
~ I've been given any chance 
at all. For me to play for 
Middlesbrough the whole 
squad would have to come 
down with chicken pox 
before Steve McLaren 
would_even consider me,’ 
the 29-year-old moaned, 

‘It's very frustrating, 
especially when you work 
day in and day out towards 
playing on the weekend 
but nothing ever happens.’ 

Okon, who returned 
from leading his country in 
~-a failed 2002 World Cup 
campaign against Uruguay 
in November last year, has 
been forced to watch from 
the sidelines all season as 
McClaren has repeatedly 
overlooked him in a new- 
look Middlesbrough side. 

Even before the World 
Cup debacle, Okon’s fate 
in the Middlesbrough had 
been all but sealed, but 
hopes that a fruitful World 
Cup qualifying campaign 
would either convince 
McClaren to give him a sec- 
ond chance or open the 
doors fro other offers else- 
where were sadly ended 
by the Uniguay misadven- 
ture. 

Now, _ hardworking 
Okon has all but given up 
on ever being given the 
chance to revive his stalled 
career at Middlesbrough. 

Despite his travails, 
Okon has persevered at, 


Adelaide City’s impressive striker, Alex Moreira tangeos with Sydney United's Ante Deur on Sunday night at the Sydney United 
Sports Centre. The game, which ended 1-1, was marred by the sending-off of two players. 
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~ Chicken Pox is Okon's last hope 


the Midlands club, putting 
in the hard yards at training 
in a determined bid to 
make McClaren have 
achnage of heart —all to no 
avail. 

With last week's out- 
burst, Okon might have 
reached the end of his teth- 
er and is now prepared to 
confront the situation 
head-on and take matters 
into his own hands, 

On the swirling contro- 
versy over the rA&ppoint- 
ment of national manager, 
Frank Farina, Okon passed 
a yote of confidence in the- 
man who had also stuck by 
him in his hour of need. 


“Paul Okon: “In my 
current situation, | 

don’t feel that I've been 
given any chance.” 

“[ think Frank handled it 

well (coaching 
Australia) and he will have 
learned a lot-from being in 
charge over the past two 
years”, 

“Frank Gould do with is 
some... help though, If he 
feels that it would benefit 
him then I don't see why 
someone can’t come in and 
take a senior job, The 
problem is in finding 


‘someone who can come in 
and have the game at heart 
rather than someone tak- 
ing on a job for their per- 
sonal glory”. 
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ustralian international 

and Dutch-based Brett 

Emerton is fed up with 
all the transfer speculation that 
has surrounded him for about a 
year now and says he is being 
distracted, 

“It’s destabilising...all this 
talk. My aim is to concentrate on 
football and to help Feyenoord 
win the championship this sea- 
son.” The transfers rumours have 
become so heated and sustained 
that the 24-year-old star was said 
to be worth hair-raising sums in 
the range of $US20million. 

Brett Emerton is now almost 
sure of moving to the English 
premiership next season after his 
Dutch club, Feyenoord declared 
that he won't be in Holland after 
the current season. 

Despite the fact that he still has 
two whole years on his contract, 
club chairman Jorien van den 
Herik admitted recently that 
Emerton would be sold at the end 
of the season 

Emerton has been forever 
linked with tranfers to Leeds 


sllongong Wolves’ 
coach Ron Corry 
had a nightmarish 


Christmas experience on 
the South Coast of New 
South Wales last week. 

He and his family were 
amongst the hundreds of peo- 


United, where his Aussie team- 
mates Harry Kewell and Mark 
Viduka both play, as well as other 
English clubs such as Liverpool. 
Arsenal and Newcastle. 

On holiday in Sydney, last 
week with the Dutch Eredivisie 
(first division) on a two-week 
winter break, Emerton hopes a 
deal will materialise at the end of 
the day to quash all the specula- 
tion and firmly decide where he 
will be playing at the start of the 
next season. “If a deal happens, it 
happens,” Emerton said. 

“It’s no secret that I want to 
play in England but that’s being 
left to my manager to sort out and 
I want to concentrate on foot- 
ball.” 

Emerton has managed only 
two two goals in 17 games for the 
club before the mid-season break, 
which however helped in leaving 
the club in second position. 
Emerton will be keen to help his 
team close the one point gap 
behind leaders Ajax Amsterdam 
when the season resumes on 
January 25. 


the New Year Day period. 


The scary situation forced 


the hardworking Corry to miss 
the team’s first training sess- 
sion of the year in Wollongong 
and raised real question marks 
over his very presence at the 


photographic material foe 
Deadline for contributions, articles ple forced to evacuate their Wolv S crucial home game 
and advertising is 3 days PRIOR to. homes and converge at the  4gainst visiting Northern Spirit 
Lee long Sussex Inlet RSL as bush fires Over the weekend. 
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threatened to engulf them over 


Assistant coach — Stuart 
Beedie however took over the 
reins in Corry’s absence and 
oversaw training throughout 
last week as the Wolves sought 
to build on an impressive end- 
of-year 3-1 pounding of South 
Melbourne in December just 
before the Christmas break. 


al 


nglish Division One 
side, Watford were the 
atest club last week to 
show interest in Australia’s 
national skipper, midfielder 
Paul Okon as the 29-year-old 
was linked with a move theft. 

The Hornets, as they are 
known, were reportedly moni- 
toring Okon as their Italian 
manager Gianluca Vialli is 
to be keen to hire his services 
for the rest of the season, Vialli 
has reportedly maintained a 
long-term interest and relation- 
ship with Okon, which started 
from both men’s spell in the 
Italian Serie A in the late 90s. 
Okon waSt Lazio then, when 
Vialli was inspiring Turin 
giants, Juventus to a European 
Champions League triumph in 
1997. 

Okon’s future at the 
Riverside Stadium _ has 
remained in serious doubt, after 
a trouble-strewn 18 months, 
especially with the coming of 
current manager, Steve 
McClaren. 

Estwhile manager Bryan 


Gianluca Vialli: Helping 
out? 


Robson brought Okon to the 
club on a_free transfer from 
another Italian club, Fiorentina, 
but injuries hampered much of 
his first campaign, although 
later under Terry Venables* 
spell as manager he excelled in 
a deep-playing sweeper role. 

McClaren has however only: 
used the Australian intermitent- 
ly and the player's decision to 
put country before club in 
recent months has not helped 
his case for first team shirt. 
McClaren has instead perse- 
vered with new players brought 
in at the start of the season, 
who have also helped Boro to a 
respectable 15th spot in. the 
premeirship after a rather slow 
start to the season. 

Okon is out-of-contract at 
the end of the sedson and is 
keen to decide his future over 
the next month, but it seems 
certain that the midfielder- 
cum-defender will be told he 
can leave, = 

If Watford eventually pursue 
their interest, the club is unlike- 
ly to hold onto the 29-year-old’ 
and will likely be demanding a 
small fee from any interested 
buyer. : 


ABSW (@} 


League Champions Coming To Marconi Stadium 


By John Economos 


ARCONI on 
Saturday night 
Jocks horns against 


the reyitalised current 
League Champions, the 
Wollongong Wolves at the 
Marconi Stadium. 

Although this will be the 
second consecutive home 


<6 Soccer Club 
ne SOCCER TRIA 
PLAYERS WANTED 


FOR NSW SOCCER FEDERATION DIV II 
The University of New South Wales wishes to invite 
any interested players to trial for U19’s, U21's and 
First Grade, 
(Not required to be a university student). 


Commencing Tuesday 15th January 2002 7pm 
at Little Bay Sporting Complex — Anzac Pde, Little Bay 


ALSO 


Players wanted for University of New South Wales 
Eastern Suburbs Soccer Football Association. 
Catering for Men and Women, from beginners up. 
(Not required to be a university student). 


Commencing Wednesday 23rd January 2002 7pm 
at Little Bay Sporting Complex — Anzac Pde, Little Bay 
University of New South Wales is also seeking a senior 
level Goal Keeping Coach. 


For more information please contact TROY COOK 
on 0412 069 068 or troy.cook@student.unsw.edu.au | 


match for Marconi, coach Lee 
Sterrey was left sceptical to 
say the least last Saturday 
night. 

Despite Marconi having 


just defeated the visiting South 


Melbourne by 1-0, Sterrey was 
left spitting chips. 

“Twas happy with the 
result, but let me tell you that, 
that was our worst perfor- 
mance of the season. 


“The preparation was as 
best as we could have made it, 
including a heavy (well- 
grassed) pitch. Yet it was we 
that struggled on it-they 


Marconi’s Manager 
Lee Sterrey. 


BRESCIA 


vf RNT DARE. 


(South) didn’t. 

“Our overall our intensity 
left a lot to be desired as we 
didn’t control the game from 
the back,” Sterrey fumed. 


However last night Sterrey 
had mellowed a little some- 
what and stated to ABSW: 
“Look, after the Christmas 
break, a lot of teams are left 
struggling but now I feel 
we've gotten rid of the cob- 
webs. 

“As far as Wollongong is 
concerned, don’t discount 
them for a moment. They have 
a quality squad and don’t 
deserve to be in ninth posi- 
tion,” evaluated Sterrey. 

Marconi’s central marker 
and captain Dominic Longo 
will be playing his 200th game 
in the NSL. 

Wollongong, League cham- 
pions for the past two seasons, 
after a poor first half of the 
League has bounced back 
strongly with two wins from 


their last two outings. 

‘These two consecutive vic- 
tories have bounced the 
Wolves up the League ladder 
from second last and intonninth 
spot, 

Last Friday night at the 
WIN Stadium against the visit- 
ing Northern Spirit, the 
Wolves nailed down all three 
precious League points when 
their ace-marksman Stuart 
Young came off the bench to 
score the winner nine minutes 
from the bell with an incredi- 
ble goal. 

Gathering a flat cross from 
left mobile midfielder Naum 
Sekulovski, the super marks- 
man hit the target with a light- 
ening, unorthodox ankle-twist- 
ing shot that left the Spirit 
goalie completely off-balance. 


SOUTHERN STAR SHARKS 
PLAVERS WANTED 


4th Division NSW Fed 


TRIALS: 
Wednesday 16 January 2002 
7pm, Seymour Shaw Park 


Contact: Martin 0409 891 066 
or Richard 0414 888 750 


STUART YOUNG: 
Wollongong’s super 
marksman. 


<% 


Stuart Young 


Dean Anastasiadis 


Wollongong Wolves’ 
Manager Ron Corry. 
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D red-hot and out 
of control massive 
bushfires oyer the past 16 
days have left vast areas of 
NSW totally devastated. 

Last Sunday night at the 
Croatian Sports Centre, a 
red-hot goal by Sydney 
United’s brilliant striker 
and captain, Ante Milicic, 
instantly pulled his team 
out of the fire. 

It was a stupendous goal 

Having fallen behind in 
the 31st minute through a 
goal scored by Adelaide 
City’s striker Alex 
Moreira, five minutes after 
the break Ante ‘balanced 
the books’ with his scorch- 
ing long-range missile, 

From wide on the left 
and some 27 metres out, 
Milicic blazed a right-foot- 
ed scorching outswinging 
rocket that burned its way 
into the top left corner of 
the target. 

This was Milicic’s sev- 
enth League goal of the sea- 
son and earned his side a 
valuable 1-1 draw. 


e000 

wie ‘on the subject of 

the Sydney Croatian 
Sports Centre, without 
doubt, (and for years), this 
ground has the yery best of 
playing surfaces in the 
nation. 

The Soccer played today 
in the NSL, is far from being 
attractive, 2 

One of the main contribut- 
ing factors for this poor qual- 
ity, are the badly prepared, 
bumpy, unevenly-cut sur- 
faces that our players have to 
endure and operate on. 

That’s mainly why we see 
with monotonous regularity 
the ball being woofed up in 
the air via “Route One’ from 
player to player, 

The players have quickly 
learnt not to trust the ball tak- 
ing a-‘true line’ following 
their passes, 

Not so at the Croatian 


ANTE MILICIC: Sydney United’s exceptional striker. 


Sports Centre. 

Last Sunday night in the 
match Sydney United against 
Adelaide City, the game 
from a technical angle was a 
teal pleasure to watch. 

Both teams soon settled 
down to a technical passing 
game. 

‘The reason? 

A splendid, perfectly-flat 
and laboriously manicured 
playing surface they all had 
to work on. 

Throughout the game we 
saw repeated quality flat 
passes. 

Short and long balls were 
being perfectly passed from 
player to player. Very few 
aerial, Lotto balls were fired 
by either side, 

‘The longer the match went 
‘on, the more confident both 
sets of players became with 
their passes, knowing the 
ball would run ‘true’. 

There’s nothing more 
pleasurable than to see a 
deep-lying midfielder lash a 
long flat, defence-splitting 
through-ball to a striker, that 


@ 4 


sets him off on a dangerous 
attack. 

The Croatian Sports 
Centre has a lush green and 
pleasurable playing surface, 


SOCCER CLUB 


created by the Centre’s 
meticulous curator, Ivan 
(‘Gilligan’) Rendolic. 

‘Gilligan’ knows his 
onions and thoroughly 
knows just how to prepare a 
decent ‘wicket’. 

‘Gilligan’ himself was a 
useful creative midfielder in 


the late 60s and early 70s 
with Sydney Croatia and 
fully appreciates the benefits 
of a good ‘wicket’. 

What a shame the NSL 
doesn’t have another 12 such 
dedicated ‘Gilligans’ on their 


payrolls. 

‘Gilligan’, please take a 
huge bow. 

Sydney United this 


Sunday is again at home, this 
time to the Olympic Sharks 
who'll feel like fish out of 


By John Economos 


left defender Fausto De 

Amicis remain as the veter- 

an members of the squad. 
eoce 


MEHMET DURAKOVIC: South’s classy marker. 


water, and will be stunned by 
this classy, grassy pitch. 

The Sharks when they’re 
at home, (Toyota Park), have 
to be content to ‘bat’ on a 
heavily sandy-based pitch 


eece 
AUL  TRIMBOLI, 
South  Melbourne’s 


mercurial strike-captain, 
hopes that he will be back 
in action within at least 
three to four weeks,” 
‘Trimmers’ badly 
injured his posterior liga- 
ment which cannot be sur- 


gically repaired. 
“It’s something that an 
operation can’t _ fix,” 


Trimboli stated to ‘Good 
Oil’ last Saturday night at 
the Marconi Stadium. 

“T just have had to be 
patient and build up the 
muscles around the knee 
and wait till it heals itself. 

“Tt’s been a bother really 
but what can you do. 

“In all honesty, over all 
my playing years I’ve been 
lucky to have had escaped 
any type of serious injuries 
till now,” ended this bril- 
liantly talented player. 

South’s coach Eddie 
Krneevic has lost at least 
eight players from the 
squad that last season won 
the Minor League 
Championship and has 
been forced fo upgrade a 
stack of inexperienced 
teenagers to fill the void. 

Classy central marker 
Mehmet Durakovie plus 
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wi Kiwi World Cup 
striker Vaughan 
Coveny also out of action 
with a broken foot for the 
past three months, South has 
plunged to near bottom of the 
League. 

Last Saturday night in 
South’s 1-0 away loss to 
Marconi, Coveny made his 
long-awaited comeback at 
right midfield but was most 
understandably well short of 
a gallop. 


With a stack of injuries 
plus a multitude of departees 
from last season, Krncevic 
was forced to field at least 
four inexperienced teenagers 
in his starting line-up as well 
as having another four 
youngsters on the bench. 

“It’s like a kindergarten 
around the place these,” jest- 
ed Trimboli. 

In the meantime Trimboli, 
(a qualified Accountant), and 
to his credit, although find- 
ing his long lay-off rather 
taxing, has had to balance 
out the pitch-training ses- 
sions he’s missed with ardu- 
ous physical exercises in the 
gym. 

eeee 
ydney Agents, MAR- 
CONI TRAVEL, as 
from next week will have 
special World Cup Finals 
preferential travel pack- 
ages to go on sale. 

The packages include 
airfares, accommodation, 
transfers plus Cup match 
tickets to all games involy- 
ing Italy, both Semi-finals 
plus the Final itself. 


MICHAEL THEOKLITOS: The Kingz’ heroic 
match-winning custodian last Friday night against 
the Olympic Sharks. 


Sydney Office on (02) 9728 
1900, 
ecco 
ICHAEL THEOKLI- 
TOS, (who?), the 
form goalkeeper, 
almost single handedly last 


year old industrious mid- 
fielder and skipper, will 
this Sunday afternoon sign 
the biggest ‘contract’ of his 
life, 

No, it’s not another con- 
tractual document with his 


STEVE PANOPOULOS with his 


vivacious Brasilian fianceé, ANDREA 


CIMINELLI who are getting married this Sunday, at East Malvern, Victoria. 


Priority listings open as 
from this week. 

Further inquiries to 
detailed questions can be 
made by contacting the 


Se ee 


PAUL TRIMBOLI: Hopes to be back in action within 


four weeks. 


Friday night grabbed his 
team’s first home win in 
Auckland whilst simultane- 
ously denying the Olympic 
Sharks,victory. 

Easily Man Of The Match, 
the courageous Theoklitos 
made four point-blank stops 
that plunged the mobile and 
dominating Sydney team toa 
2-1 loss. 

‘Theoklitos in the first ses- 
sion denied joy to both 
Tommy Pondeljak and 
Lindsay Wilson by blocking 
their on-target shots. 


Club. 

In fact it will be one that 
will officially proclaim him 
to haye married his viva- 
cious Brasilian beauty, Ms 
Andrea Ciminelli, 

The wedding ceremony 
on Sunday will be held at 
the Saint Catherine 
Church in East Malvern, 

For their honeymoon, 
the newly weds unfortu- 
nately will have to wait till 
the end of the NSL season, 

The excited bride-to-be, 
Andrea, reluctantly con- 


Seconds before the break, 
‘Theo’ in full stretch turned 
around his post an on-target 
‘Troy Halpin free kick. 

eceee 


TEVE PANOPOULOS, 
‘South Melbourne’s 26 


fessed to ‘Good Oil’ last 
night: 

“Tt doesn’t really matter 
as Soccer comes first right 
now. 

“We'll just have to 
wait,” she laughed. 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


Wir surely, (by the 
end of this season), 
will prove to be the most 
valuable signing, is the one 
made last week by Sydney 
United when it snapped up 
magic midfielder Gabriel 
(Chi Chi’) Mendez, 

The brilliantly gifted 
Mendez was inexplicably 
released last week by the 
Norther Spirit. 

Surely this move would 
not have pleased the 
Harbourside coach Mickey 
Hickman. 


Gifted with both feet, pos- 
sessing an exceptional 
degree of peripheral vision, 
Mendez is a classy, explo- 
sively creative player. 

In fact today, Mendez 
would come very close to 
being the classiest playmak- 
er in the entire League. 

Last Sunday night at the 
Croatian Sports Centre, 
Mendez made his debut for 
Sydney United in the second 
session. This diminutive wiz- 
ard almost won the match for 


his new Club when he rocked 


the base of the left upright 
from 20 metres with a spec- 
tacular —_Brasilian-styled 
swinging free kick 12 min- 
utes from the bell. 
e008 
HE LEICHHARDT 
TIGERS’ Under 20s. 
team, the League 
Champions over the past 
two seasons. in the NSW 
Premier League, will fly 
out of Sydney on Saturday 
January 19th bound for 
Italy to compete in one of 
Europe’s most prestigious 


GABRIEL (‘Chi Chi’) MENDEZ: A wonderful playmaker. 


Sydney University 
Women’s Soccer Club 


PLAYERS WANTED 


2002 Women's State League 
1st Division and Under 19 


Trials at Wentworth Park, 

Oval 4, Pyrmont Bridge Road, Glebe 
Sundays 13 and 20 January 2002 
4pm to 6pm 
Registration 3.30pm at Oval 4 

liries: 
David Brady Ph: (02) 9351 8109 
e-mail: davidb @suwsa.usyd.edu.au 


Soccer Club President 
‘Emma Keir Ph: 0416 047 722 
e-mail: soccer@suwsa.usyd.edu.au 


NON-STUDENTS WELCOME! 


Youth competitions, the 


annual ‘Viareggio 
‘Tournament’. 

‘This will be the 54th con- 
secutive annual 


‘Tournament staged in the 
‘Tuscan coastal resort City 
of Viareggio, a City wedged 
on the Western shores of 
Italy, North-West of the 
historical town of Pisa. 

Viareggio is an interna- 
tionally famous centre-as a 
resort and is dotted with 
elegant, superbly designed 
hotels. 

This year the tourna- 
ment has been expanded to 
embrace 40 club teams that 
will include 17 non-Italian 
sides. 

Five teams from the 
Americas will see club sides 
competing from Argentina, 
Brasil, Colombia, Mexico 
and the USA. 

Coached by the ambi- 
tious John Romeo, the 
Leichhardt Tigers Youth 
team currently leads its 
domestic competition and 
is well on course for its 
third consecutive League 


By Gohn Economos 


Championship under 
Romeo. 
At Viareggio, The Young 


Tigers have been bracket- 
ted with three Northern 
Italian teams, Padova, 
Piacenza and Vicenza. 

The Sydney-based squad 
departs Saturday 19th of 
this month and returns to 
Australia on Wednesday 
night, the 6th of February. 

This Friday night at 
Club Marconi, __ the 
Leichhardt Tigers’ Youth 
team has planned a mon- 
strous Fund-raising 
Dinner. After dinner the 
guests will see a special act 
that will entertain the 


packed auditorium, plus 
the Guest Speaker will be 


and Damian Mori again 
scored one apiece with 
defenders Jamie Harnwell 
and Matt Horsley also hitting 
the target. 

The Glory's manager 
Mich D’Avray has done an 
excellent job ‘since taking 
over the reins from Bernd 
Stange, having played 12, 
won 10 with a sole away-loss 
to the Olympic Sharks. 

The Despotovski Mori 
combination has now accu- 
mulated a colossal 21 goals 
of the team’s tally of 32. 


ss i 
The Italian West coastal resort City of Viareggio. 
ERTH GLORY after night stacked on another 
13 Rounds of the NSL__ three League points to their 
has now streaked away to account, crushing the visit- 


former Australian World 
Cup captain, John Warren. 
eee 


‘ORAN MATIC, 

Adelaide City’s master 
coach, was laconic last 
Sunday night after his team’s 
1-1 away draw against 
Sydney United. 

Matic stated: “It was a dif- 
ficult game for both teams. 

“As the game progressed 
it seemed as if all the players 
became scared at not losing 
the game.” 

When questioned on his 
opinion about the two Red 
Cards, both dished out to 
Sydney United players by 
referee Eddie Lennie, Matic 
cautiously drawled: 
“Decisions are decisions. _ 

“Td rather not make a 
comment. 

“Pve done so in the past 
and it has cost me plenty,” 
Matic mused. 


lead the NSL by a clear 
seven points ahead of sec- 
ond placed Newcastle 


ing Brisbane Strikers 4-2 in 
front of a home crowd of 
almost 15,000. 


MICH D'AVRAY: The 


Glory’s high flying 
manager. 


United, 
‘The Glory last Saturday 


Soccer Fitness, Skills & Speed | 


* Be coached by accreditated Soccer Australia Coaches. 
* Be ready for the coming season. 

* If you need fitness, skills, or speed, or the three 
combined. 

Sessions start on Friday 18/1/2002 pm 

Saturday 19th am & pm & every Friday & Saturday thereafter. 


That dynamic strike- 
duo, Bobby Despotoyski 


Players are all Ages Welcomed. 


| Please book early to avoid disappointment on 
0411 516 174 anytime. 


(The coaching staff and ground owners are not responsible for any injuries 
incurred whilst attending these training sessions.) 


Marconi Stallions 
South Melbourne 


By Tim By Tim Caimakamis 


n perfect conditions last Saturday 
night at the Marconi Stadium, a 
faithful crowd of 2,982 laboriously 
watched Marconi tenaciously hold on 
for a hard 1-0 win against the strug- 
gling young turks of South Melbourne. 
‘A match of few highlights with both 
teams seemingly rusty after the Christmas 
break, both were guilty of poor ball con- 
trol with a total disrespect for possession. 
“(’m happy with the result but very, very 
disappointed with our performance, our 
worst this year”, fumed Marconi’s 
straight-shooting coach, Lee Sterrey. 
Marconi went into the battle minus 
striker Keyo Gulesserian enabling the 18- 
year old Alex Brosque to start and link up 
with fellow striker Norman Tome. As 
well, the return of steely midfielder Chad— 
Gibson, back from overseas (Norway), — 
for this game, he relished -his much-need- 
ed game time when he came on in the sec- 
‘ond session, 

South Melbourne’s well-publicised sto- 
ries of deficiencies in their squad since 


Perth Glory 4 
Brishane Strikers 2 


said that, I think we did very well,” 
ended Kosmina 

D'Avray made two significant 
changes for the game, with midfield- 
er Antonio Naglieri making what 
proved to be a satisfactory debut and 
seasoned wingback Scott Miller 
switched to a sweepers role in place 
of the suspended Craig Deans. 

After Foster grazed Glory’s left 
hand upright and had a weak shot eas- 
ily claimed in the opening exchanges, 
the home side responded in the 10th 
‘minute through Damian Mori who 


By By Richard Kreider 


eague leaders Perth Glory 

returned to their winning 

ways last Saturday by 
defeating top-six contenders 
Brisbane Strikers 4-2 and in doing 
so placed a daunting seven-point 
cushion between them and second- 
placed Newcastle United. 

Previous encounters between these 
two sides have seen copious goals 
scored and this highly entertaining 
Round 13 fixture proved no excep- 
tion. 

Glory coach Mich d’Avray was 
full of praise for the way the 
Queenslanders approached the game 
at the intimidating Perth Oval, which 
contained 14,592 contented fans —the 
biggest attendance so far this sea- 
son.“T’ve said this before, it takes two 
teams to play a game of soccer and 
credit mist go to Brisbane. That is 
not patronising them, it’s (acknowl 
edging) that they have come here and 
played an attacking brand of soccer,” 
said d’Avray. 

“It just makes it so entertaining for 
everyone,” he said. Whilst justifiably 
disappointed with the result, Brisbane 
boss John Kosmina was still able to 
pay tribute to his charges for the way 
they took the game to the powerful 
Perth side.“It comes down to being 
able to take your chances and the one 
Paul Foster missed in the fourth 
minute was one that can change 
games for you,” said Kosmina, 

“If we had scored first we could 
have gone on with it” 

“So, we had to chase, but having 


missed an even easier chance to score 
by volleying a quality cross from 
Matt Horsley centimetres past an 
upright with his not-so-popular left- 
foot. 

Match captain Bobby 
Despotovski, who is currently playing 
with an extraordinary air of confi- 
dence, broke the deadlock after 19th 
minutes by chesting and volleying an 
accurate Shane Pryce centre past the 
left hand of ex-Everton goalkeeper 


Patrick Kisnorbo and striker Joe Bacak 
were suspended for this game whilst 
Liparoti and Sekulovski withdrew due to 


Vaughan Coveny: His late 


injuries, 

With defender Clarkson plus captain 
and striker Paul Trimboli out with long 
injuries, South’s coaching staff was 
forced to rush back into action, New 
Zealand international Vaughan Coveny to 
spark the attack from the right midfield 

spot. 

“We had no choice. We had to get legs 
into him and were faced with the prospect 
of drafting another youth player into the 
team”, lamented South’s assistant coach 
Jeff Olver on the gamble of playing 
Coveny, who hadn’t touched a ball for 
two months due to a broken foot bone. 

On the half hour mark, Marconi 
worked a well pre-planned freekick 30 
metres out. Captain and central marker 
Dominic Longo slowly drifted out wide 
‘on the blind side, then suddenly with 
stealth made a very late run to the far post 
to distract the keeper whilst narrowly 
missing to connect with his head, a splen- 
did Brenden Renaud curling free-kick that 
flashed just wide of the post. 

‘Thirty eight minutes in, a through-ball 
by Renuad for midfield dynamo John 
Maisano, sent him into the clear to bust 
the offside trap. With the advancing South 
goalie, Michael Petkovic looming out 
well off his line, Maisano veered slightly 
to his left to glide past Petkovic before 


sole, but winning goal. 
In the second session, Brosque dis- 
played his high quality potential with a 


the beginning of the season were com- couple of attempts on goal. On 52min- 
pounded last week by suspensions and a introduction could not save utes, Brosque evaded his marker, cut 
horrific injury toll. Central defender South from defeat. 


Jason Kearton.But just as Glory’s 
euphoria subsided, Brisbane weft 
back on level terms through former 
Glory forward John Carbone, who ran 
‘onto an Alagich back-hecled free- 
kick and released a sizzling 30-metre 
exocet, which rippled the inside side- 
netting past a startled Jason Petkovic. 

Glory defender Jamie Hamwell 
gave his side a psychological advan- 


calmly slotting home the all-important 


Sydney United 
Adelaide City Force ~| 


inside, only to have his shot well 
smothered by good keeping from 
Petkovic. Three minutes later, Renaud 
sent in a great cross from the left, but 
Brosque just failed to connect with his 
attempted diving header. 

With much of the game tied up by 
an unproductive midfield, Marconi 
failed to finish off South Melbourne 
and almost paid the price a minute 
from fulltime. 

South’s lanky central marker Steve 
Tosofidis, hit the post as a mix-up 
flared up between Marconi’s sweeper 
Angelo Costanzo and Renaud. Both 
let the ball bounce inside the six yard 
box box. as losofidis took advantage 
of the goalmouth scramble, only for 
his effort to rebound off the upright. 

Marconi’s better contributors were 
Alex Brosque, John Maisano, and 
Renaud, whilst teenaged striker 
Massimo Murdocca, skipper Steve 
Panopoulos and central marker 
Mehmet Durakovic, performed 
admirably for South Melbourne. 

At the press conference a bemused 
Lee Sterrey admitted, “The pitch was 
heavy and we should have been used 
to it, but they (South) should have 
been struggling. But it was the other }; 
way around. We got the goal and we 
should have gone on with it from 
there, on our home ground,” Sterrey 
snapped. 

“J thought our first half was fairly 
poor, They (Marconi) beat our offside 
trap (only once), but in the end I thought 


winning,” he said. 


tage three minutes before the break by By Arvi Arvind P Hickman “At home they would be much 

putting his side back in front with a more adventurous but away we 

et header to a Scott Miller left- S ydney United hung on fora can’t sit and wait in our zone. 

side cross, 1-1 draw with Adelaide City “| _knew it would be difficult 
Bui, the, ysiner collected x fo at the Sydney United Sports (after the send offs) when they are 


nate equaliser two minutes past the 
restart when Petkovic failed to hold a 
straightforward strike from Richie 
Alagich. The usually reliable custo- 
dian spilled the ball to Paul Foster, 
who scuffed his attempted chip, but 
which fortunately went to substitute 
team-mate Michael Baird who made 
no mistake in. stab- 
| bing the ball into an 
open goal with his 
first touch of the 
match.“Jason was 
maybe at fault but he 
has, been good value 
to us and probably 
worth about twelve to 


nine men, 


their penalty box. 


Centre last Sunday despite the 
Brayehearts being reduced to 


Ante Milicic gave the 3,753 
home crowd something to cheer 
about with a brilliant equaliser, but 
the supporters soon turned on refer- 
ee Eddie Lennie when he produced 
two controversial red cards in the 
space of seven minutes. 

Ante Moric was the first player 
to be ejected in the 73rd minute for 
manhandling referee Eddie Lennie 
while disputing a suspect handball 
by an Adelaide City defender in 


prepared to fight, and we also 
played a lot to the youth. They're 
not going to win the game, not 
because of their ability but because 
they don’t have the experience,” 

United coach Branko Culina was 
disappointed with the result and 
believes a lack, of discipline cost 
his team. 

“We came here to win and any- 
thing less than a win is a failure, 
that’s the way I see it,” he said, 

“When you have got a ref who is 


John Maisano; Slotted home the winner 


Brisbane Strikers supporters in the 
stands last Saturday against Perth Glory. 


G fifteen points a sea- 
son {0 us,” said 
@Avray in defence of 
the Socceroo goal- 
keeper. 

‘The Perth side made 
it 3-2 just nine min- 
utes further on when 
Despotovski cleverly lined up 
Horsley to drill home from close- 
range before Damian Mori added a 
fourth seven minutes from time by 
tucking away a Gary Faria across- 
goal header that came from a Horsley 
centre. Meanwhile, referee Simon 
Micallef gave a more than satisfacto- 
ty performance throughout the ninety 
minutes, just days before Oceania’s 
World Cup 2002 panel selection was 
to be chosen. 


Commins Menapi, having only 
played for 15 minutes after coming 
on as.a substitute, was also shown a 
straight red in the 80th minute for a 
poorly timed tackle on Aurelio 
Vidmar from behind. In this 
reporters opinion Menapi was per- 
haps a touch unlucky as his tackle 
had no malice and didn’t promote 
open studs in what was generally a 
clean game. 

Despite their numerical advan- 
tage the Zebras couldn't break a 
determined United defence. 

City Coach Zoran Matic later 
said that this was due to a lack of 
experience on his team’s behalf. 

“As the game progressed some 
of the younger kids were scared of 
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two players sent-offs by 
referee Eddie Lennie. 


for Marconi. 


we did enough to deserve at least a point,” 
eflected Jeff Olver. 


trigger-happy then you have to be 
smart enough not to give him any 
reason to do something like that, 
Allin all I think the players have to 
realise that referees make mistakes, 
just like they do, and you just have 
to get on with it. 

“If you include that (Moric send- 
off) and the goal that we conceded 
it was pretty undisciplined.” 

The Zebras’ goal came against 
the run of play in the 31st minute 
when Carl Veart sent through a long 
ball and Alex Moreiera sprung the 
offside trap to beat keeper’ Wilson 
Knezevic. 

United had a chance to equalise a 
minute later when Milicic drew the 
keeper to the right side of the box, 
before cutting back to Kresimir 
Marusic who hit a weak shot. 

‘The home team came close again 
in the 40th minute when Paul 
Bilokapic shaved the crossbar with 
a towering header from a comer, 

Only five minutes after the 
restart Milicic scdred an inspira- 
tional equaliser, hitting a curling 
shot from 25 metres out into the top 
left hand comer. Substitute "keeper 
Daniel Godley didn’t even move 
and the wonder strike lifted the 
home team. 

New recruit Gabriel “ “Chi. Chi” 
Mendez came on early in the sec- 
ond for Marusic and played some 
nice touches including a ‘sublime 
free kick that hit the inside left post 
before curling across the goal face 
and going out. 

Another player deserving of a 
mention was NSL debutant 
Christian Cervenini, a product of 
Unitéd’s youth team who impressed 
with some strong runs and plenty of 
energy off the ball. 

‘The result leaves both teams on 
11 points, in 10th and 11th positions 
respectively, and desperately in 
need for turn in form. 


By Otto Bader 


fhe brilliance of striker Stuart 
Young, coming on in the final 
20 minutes, with a cheeky back 
heel scoring the winning goal after 
great preparation from man of the 
match Naum Sekuloyski, skipping 
past three defenders, laying the ball 
on for Young who despite marked 
tight had the cool head to find the net. 

Sekulovski scored the opening goal 
himself early in the first half after good 
work on the flank by overlapping 
defender Dino Mennillo who passed the 
ball, allowing the young striker room to. 
turn and find the far comer of the net, 
out of reach for the keeper. 

Spirit equalised with top finishing 
from established striker Pablo Cardozo, 
who received a deflected ball and 
unmarked, took his chance with a low 
shot finding the net, out of reach of the 
Wolves keeper, 


: Hoek N 
‘Naum Sekulovski: Scored once 


and made another goal for the 
Wolves. 


inally, finally, under-pressure 

Football Kingz gave their 

long-suffering fans a timely 
New Year: present last Friday by 
notching their first home win in 
three months, Luckless Olympic 
Sharks turned out to be the sacrifi- . 
cial lambs as they fell 1-2 to the 
Kingz at the Ericsson Stadium. 

It still looked like another bitter day 

for the fans as they had to wait till the 
frantic dying minutes of the game to 
cheer a well-deserved home win for the 
Kingz. 
The Kingz’ new-look defence 
looked shaky as the game progressed 
after the late evening kick-off, but they 
managed to stop the Sharks with time- 
ly tackles and goalie Michael 
‘Theoklitos - fast earning a reputation 
for himself - played out of his skin to 
+} pull off four spectacular saves. 

‘The corner tally of 12-0 to Olympic 
told the story of possession and for 
most part of the game, Paul Urlovic 
and Andy Vlahos were isolated up 
front. 

In the 11th minute, Theoklitos got 
down quickly to block a shot by Tom 
Pondeljak and shortly after, he again 
partied a dangerous cross by Lindsay 
Wilson, which was cleared by his 


Wollongong Wolves 
Northern Spirit ] 


Wolves coach Ron Corry was quietly 
satisfied with some aspects of the match 
but said there is much more improve- 
ment to come to Win more games. 

The team used too many high and 
long balls, with neglecting passing the 
ball on the ground, keeping possession 
is important. The pace of the young for- 
wards Sekulovski and Sharland is 
encouraging but they have still room to 
gain experience and lear to control the 
ball if under pressure. The finishing of 
Young was good and expected from the 
coach, 

Mick Hickman, the coach of 
Northern Spirit was disappointment, 
saying they deserved more and he was 
under the impression his side dominat- 
ed play but by making a couple of mis- 
takes got punished by a hard working 
opposition. 

He was satisfied that his boys gave 
him everything asked for, were chasing 
the ball well, with some good things 
coming from the whole team, That was 
the first game Northern Spirit lost in 
away games and they miss the top six, 
staying on 15 points, with the Wolves 
on 12 points now. 

‘The match started with a bang when 
in the opening minute North striker 
Pablo Cardozo was given room to shoot 
just outside the goal area, his shot flash- 
ing past the upright to the relief of the 
Wolves defence. It was a warning for 
the home side to pay more attention to 
the ace marksman. 

The first and only yellow card was 
issued to North No. 4 Noel Spencer, a 
former Wollongong player, after a 
rough tackle on Wolves youngster Greg 
Sharland. Otherwise no more cards 
issued despite some strong tackling 
from both sides. 

‘The Wolves had the first few comers 


2 


Olympic Sharks 1 


grateful defenders. 


Not until the 41st minute did the 


Kingz manage a first shot - a rather 
tame effort which was easily held by 
Sharks’ goalie, Clint Bolton. 

After a scoreless first half, the 
Kingz had their first real chance in the 
Sist minute. A fine freekick from 
Andy Vlahos found Paul Urlovic only 
for him to head wide. 

But two minutes later the Kingz 
were in front. Another header, this time 
from Vlahos found George 
Goutzioulis who unleashed a trade- 
mark 22metre cracker that flew into the 
Sharks’ net. 

For the rest of the half, the Sharks 
dominated but could not find a way 
past impressive Michael Theoklitos in 
the Kingz’ goal.At the other end, 
countless misses from John Markoyski 
and the Kingz’ wild shooting prevent- 
ed any more goals until the 86th 
minute when deep playing Olympic 
sweeper, Ante Juric took matters in his 
hands to head home the equaliser. 

The visitors’ 87th minute equaliser 
brought back memories of yet-another 
re-enactment of the Kingz’ penchant 
for throwing away victory at the cru- 
cial last minutes of games... 

It was however not to be as Olympic 
faltered in the 88th minute when 


but could not benefit anything from it. 
However in the 20th minute a moment 
of good play from Dino Minnello 
allowed young. striker Naum 
Sekulovski 0 use his speed to avoid 
defenders and find the net, no chance 
for the excellent North Keeper Paul 
Henderson. 

Play went on from end to end and for 
some passages North look dangerous 
but were a bit fortunate when striker 
Pablo Cardozo got hold of a rebound 
and beat the Wolves keeper with a low 
drive into the far comer of the net, the 
score level at the break 1:1. Actually the 
Wolves could have taken the lead again 
in the 43rd minute when the over anx- 
ious speedster Naum Sekulovski was 
not cool enough to finish a great oppor- 
tunity. 

Overall the first half produce an 
entertaining game, a fair result to this 
stage. Ball passing went a bit astray and 
both sides lost a lot misdirected ball. 

The second half started well for the 
Wolves, they really took the game to the 
‘opposition and were having much more 
possession. North never look dangerous 
enough to score and had to wait towards 
the final quarter to threaten the Wolves 
goal to find the keeper alert and the 
defenders working extra hard to keep 
them out, 

The home team had several good 
shots at goal, pressing hard forward and 
at times had the opposition back ped- 
alling, but could not find the target. 
Many shots went wide or over the bar. 
Paul Reid let one fly which was just 
tipped over the crossbar by the North 
keeper in the 75th minute. 

Giant defender David Cervinski 
pushed forward on comers to use his 
physical presence to head on goal. 
When Stuart Young scored the eventual 
winner the game became alive with 
North trying hard to eqfalise and the 
Wolves defenders and mid field work- 
ing overtime. But the home side defend- 
ed well and did not look in danger to 
give up their advantage. 


Ante Juric: Grabbed a consola- 
tion goal for Olympic Sharks. 
Andrew. Durante undid all their 
evening’s good work by turning a cross 
from Kingz’ Jonathan Perry into his 
own net. 

Four minutes of a harrowing injury 
time clearly prolonged the Kingz 
agony, but thanks to the Sharks’ inac- 
curacy in front of goal, they survived. 
Durante’s own goal completed the 
scoring but Theoklitos executed some 
late heroics to ensure a win for the 
homers., 

‘The Kingz also had their goalkeeper 
to thank for keeping the game scoreless 
until halftime despite Olympic’s dor 
nation of possession. 


Parramatta Power. 
Melbourne Knights 


’ 


By Alan Clark 


rramatta Power continued 

Pitter Knights’ poor run 

at its Somers Street home with 

a narrow, but convincing 1-0 victory 
last Sunday. 

In a game of few clear chances, 
Ziatko Aramabasic slid home a John 
Bonayoglia cross from close-range, five 
minutes before the break. ~~ 

“Tt was a disappointing result (given) 
‘our two wins previously. We wanted 
the win today to claim fourth spot,” said 
assistant coach Luciano Trani after the 
game. 

Parramatta coach David Mitchell was 
delighted to take the three points, as that 
meant Power would jump to fourth. 
“It’s a big win for us. Melbourne 
Knights played attacking football (in 
the last two games). They're a good 
side. For us to come here and keep a 
clean sheet and the win cements us in 
fourth spot,” he said. 

Power got off to the better start when 
Steve Eagleton blasted goalwards from 
the edge of the area and forced a diving 


touch it onto the far-post. Amazingly, 
the ball then rebounded off John’s head 
as it cannoned off the post, and only 
then out for a comer. 

Knights were mounting some effec- 
tive attacks of its own - perhaps the best 
opportunity falling for Daniel 
Vasileyski mid-way through the half. 
Power’s Steven Fitzsimmons 


Melbourne Knights’ Daniel Debevic (left) stops rampaging Parramatta 
striker Nick Orlic. i 


save from Martin John who was able to_ 


velleyed over after controlling with his 
chest to complete a fine move begun by 
Wayne O'Sullivan on Power's left. 
O'Sullivan squared the ball to 
Lapsanski who then found Fitzsimmons 
making a diagonal run to cut out the 
Knights defence. 

Power’s goal just before the break 
was in keeping with the balance of the 
game. Buonavoglia is both fast, and as 
a player of short stature, very hard to 
knock off the ball when in possession. 
He had shown his qualities throughout 
the game, but was best rewarded for ]. 
them when he'd made all the running 
down the left to the bye-line, and cross 
ing hard and low to where Arambasic 
only needed to bundle it over the line 
from close-range. — e 

As the second half proceeded, it 
became clear that Power was more 
intent on retaining its lead, than extend- 
ing it, funnelling players behind the ball 
whenever possession was lost to the 
Knights. : 

Try as they might, the Knights play- 
ers could not find their way through, the 
cluttered final third, and were always 
vulnerable to the counter-attack given 
Buonavoglio’s pace. 

“Parramatta decided they were in 
front and they were going to hold that 
result, and we_weren’t penetrating 
enough. If they drop off, we've got to 
be good enough to find shooting 
(opportunities) 25-30 metres from 
goal,” said Trani. “We didn’t shoot 
enough.” / 
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John Kosmina: “We have become a nation of event-watchers.” 


final and were beaten; but were 
probably the best team over the 28 or 
‘so games. At the end of the day, I 
don't think we play enough games 
for a full-time competition per say. 
So, even if we had twelve teams, 
three rounds has got to be discussed 
where you are playing at least 30 
‘odd games as well as the finals. You 
look at the top leagues in Europe; 
where they are playing forty to sixty 
games minimum. 

RK: Is removing a Melbourne 
club the way to go? 

JK: If anyone’s got to go it’s 
got to be a Sydney side. I think you 
need to have at least two Melbourne 
teams for that local rivalry element. 
With a population of three million, 
especially with the strong ethnic 
‘support base for soccer down there, I 
don’t understand why they can’t 
have two good teams. However, if 
you look at the history of the clubs 
that would more than likely survive; 
where they have been in the past, in 
terms of the heritage of the clubs, is 
that the road we want to keep walk- 
ing down, or do we branch off onto a 
new path and start from scratch? If 
you do that, it’s a hell of a move to 
Kill off what at least is still breath- 
ing. We could probably do with 
another team up here in Brisbane 
although I think if you remodel the 
league to have two Brisbane teams 
from the outset it will be difficult. 

RK: Would it help if NSL games 
have other forms of entertainment 
on the day? 

JK: Entertainment is a funny 
thing Richard. Some clubs have 


Kosmind on Brisban 
NSL, World Cup & Ron Smith 


nyone who knows 
ustralian soccer would 
similarly agree how much of 


a contribution JOMM KOSMINA 
has made, ever since he scored the 
very first goal in the National 
Soccer League way back in 1977. 

‘Kossie’, as he is affectionately 
known, made 289 appearances and 
scored 133 goals in the NSL on top 
of the 102 caps (45 goals) for his 
country. Apart from 1978 when he 
had a brief stint at English giants 
Arsenal (One league and two 
European appearances), he has 
been an integral part of the world 
game downunder, right up until his 
current duties as coach of the 
Brisbane Strikers, 

Ultimately, he was indueted onto 
Soccer Australia’s Hall of 
Champions honour board in 1999, 
Arguably, one of Australia’s all- 
time talented netbusters, Kosmina 
talks to RICHARD KREIDER 
about the changing face of the 
world game downunder. 


RK: What are your thoughts on 
where the NSL stands now, in terms 
of its popularity and quality com- 
pared to when you first played in 
1977? 

JK: In terms of popularity, it's a 
different ball game altogether. Back 
in 1977 the whole thing was new and. 
fresh. The majority of the clubs 
were ethnic-based or membership- 
based as Nick Tana likes to put it, 
and because of the ‘newness’ and 
being the first sport in Australia to 
go national, there was a lot of inter- 
est, We had commercial television 
and a major sponsorship from one of 
the biggest companies in the world ~ 
Philips. 1 suppose if you use that as 
your benchmark, we've gone a long 
way backwards! In regards to the 


quality, I think it is also down a bit; 
certainly when you compare it to 
1977. There are a number of reasons 
for this; one is the amount of players 
now playing overseas, and another is 
a lack of quality imports. You look 
at the number of British players that 
came out in the sixties, the seventies 
and even into the early eighties, 
They were all good players. Now, 
they are virtually unaffordable given 
the money in the game in Britain. 
RK: Who can forget the 40,000 
plus fans at SunCorp Stadium in 
1997 for the Strikers championship 
win, But why only a few thou- 
sand for Brisbane’s home 
league matches since then? 


JK: I was there 
that day, even 
though I was 
coaching in 


Newcastle at the 
time, That was a one- 
off - a major event. We 
have become a nation 

of event watchers and I 

think the media has got to take the 
blame for that. We have world 
championships of everything at the 
moment and this is partly why soc- 
cer is not looked at from a domestic 
point of view, but rather on an inter- 
national viewpoint. We are world 
champions of rugby league, but 
you've got a handful of combined 
nations to make up the champi- 
onship numbers. You’ ye also got the 
same in cricket were we beat Sri 
Lanka, the Indians, West Indies, the 
Poms and New Zealand but it’s not 
exactly what you call the whole 
world is it? I'm not being cynical 
here; I'm being dead-set honest. 
Australia are ranked 48th from 203 
nations in soccer with FIFA and 
that's more of an achievement than 
being ranked number one out of 


half-a-dozen nations. So, as I said, 
the media have got to have a look at 
how they go about presenting soc- 
cer. Sure, they will recognise your 
Kewell’s and Viduka’s but won't 
recognise the local talent. 

RK: Are we expecting too much 
from the NSL, or is there room for 
improvement? 

JK: I don’t think you can expect 
too much and I think there is defi- 
nitely room for improvement. How 
much is too much? You can expect 
too little!.. Really, we have got to 
stop making excuses. Someone or 

some group of people have 
got to put their hand up 
and say “T’ve been respon- 
sible,” but no one 
seems to want to 
take any responsi- 
bility or be 
accountable for 
where soccer in Australia 
is at, at the moment. 
RK: _ Are there any changes 
you would like to see - especially the 
number of clubs in the competi- 
tion? 

JK: It’s difficult, but you 
could probably run a league of six- 
teen teams; although is it financially 
viable? Plus, we don’t have that 
amount of players to spread around. 
So, maybe go back to a ten-team 
league provided there is fair and eth- 
ical discussion on which ten teams 
they may be. Twelve is probably a 
comfortable number too. I think 
given that most of the clubs are full- 
fime, we certainly need to play more 
than 24 games in a season and a few 
finals along the way. However, I am 
Still a believer in first past the post as 
being a sign of the most consistent 
team in the league. 

Perth won the minor-premiership 
the season before, made the grand 
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tried it, some haven't. Your purist, 
passionate soccer fan don't go to 
watch dancing girls. Having said 
that, I think the way Perth Glory has 
done it is fantastic. Every second 
weekend at Perth Oval is an event 
and that is how it should be. But a 
lot of these clubs that make up the 
Teague have been down that road 
before. Perth did their homework 
from the start. For Glory it's always 
been a part of their presentation, 
Nick (Tana) has got the perfect 
model in Perth but it’s a different sit- 
uation to what happens in the eastern 
states. 

RK: Would it be fair to say 
Brisbane has been their own worst 
enemy for the past few years? 

JK: Two seasons ago we started 
well and finished ninth and last sea- 
son we started bad and finished bad. 
I think it had a lot to do with the off- 
field politics but there are none to 
deal with this season. The club has 
a licence in it’s own right so that 
there have been no battles for own- 
ership or battles for anything else 
that could possibly affect the team. 
‘The squad is vastly different to that 
which we had two seasons ago and 
to a large extent last season. 
Consistency has been better; since 
T’ve been able to name the starting 
eleven for almost each of the ten 
games that we've played so far. 
Unlike last season, where I was only 
able to do that once or maybe twice. 
I wasn’t making weekly changes for 
‘one or two personnel, it was three 
and four and sometimes five players 
out. 


RK: — What about the team’s 
attitude? 
JK: _Itis different; in fact it’s 


probably more mature through. the 
likes of Kris Trajanoyski, Richie 


Alagich, John Carbone and Jason 
Kearton in goal who has given the 
team a bit more self-confidence. Up 
front Femando Rech is-an explosive 
player who can be a little bit hot and 
cold at times but when he’s hot he’s 
exceptionally hot. The thing that’s 
made it difficult for him is that he’s 
become a marked man. A number of 
teams have played man to man on 
him 


RE: You appear to have 
hea the best out of ex-Glory 
striker John Carbone, What have 
you changed about his game? 

JK: Not a great deal. ‘Carbs’ 
probably needed a bit more belief in 
himself. To be honest, there are 
times when he needs a kick up the 
‘bum because he can be a bit ‘inac- 
tive’ but I've just been onto him 
about working for ninety minutes 
and he’s really started to do that and 
it’s paying dividends. He's scored 
‘some great goals for us and set a few 
others up. He's a quality player. 

RK: You've played an impressive 
102 times for the Socceroos, yet you 
are one of many that didn’t make it 
to a World Cup Finals. Does that 
still cross your mind? 

JK: Notreally. J think there have 
been a number of reasons why we 
didn’t qualify this time around but 
T'm not going to go into those 
because it would be very long-wind- 
ed. It would also mean going over 
some old ground and maybe I would 
break some new, I don’t think this is 
the forum to display my thoughts on 
it since I would be too open for what 
T feel. But I think the qualifying 


Stri 


road is very difficult. It certainly 
isn’t fair for us to have to first play 
in Oceania against nobodies af 
then have to finish up trying to qual 
ify against the better teams from the 
South American Conference. 
Uruguay’s preparation was far better 
than ours. They had 18 qualifying 
matches before they got to us. It’s 
ridiculous to count the games 


Fernando Rech: “He 


against New Zealand and the 
Oceania group. Certainly the 
Confederation Cup and the French 
game at the MCG before the 
Uruguayan match was all well and 
good but they really didn’t count for 
anything. They weren't a life or 
death situation as the World Cup 
games can be. 

RK: — World Cup aside, what 
games with the Socceroos gave you 
the most satisfaction? 

JK: _ Lenjoyed all my games. 
It was difficult times jn those days 
but they were certainly fun and I got 
to see a lot of the world I wouldn’t 
have seen otherwise. T suppose my 
debut game in June 1976 against 
Bologna of Italy was good because it 
was in front of my home crowd in 
Adelaide and I also got a bit of joy in 
my final game, which was at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics: where I scored 
the only goal against Nigeria that got 
the team into the quarter-finals. 

RK: Do you have a particular 
coach that you admire? 

JK: One person I'd mention 
would be Ron Smith. He was once 
based in Australia at the Institute of. 
Sport for a number of years. Ron is 
‘a great coach of coaches and certain- 
ly a good coach of players as well. 
He is one I have had personal con- 
tact with but the other guys you see 
from a distance. However, I always 
keep a sharp eye for those on Pay- 
TV and the Internet just to hear what 
different coaches have to say. I 
don’t look at them for a tactical or a 
football perspective, I look at their 
psychological point of view. Ninety 


kers, 


percent of the gameis in the player’s 
head because the head tells the rest 
of the body what to do, It gives you 
decisions on how you are going to 
touch a ball etcetera. So there are 
things that I look at from overseas 
not so much the training drills 
because you can make them up 
yourself, but it’s how they deal with 
players that I’m interested in, 


Is an explosive player.” 


Seen here in action against Newcastle, John Hutchinson believes Northern Spirit will be title contenders this season. 


stress fracture to his 
leg has kept 
Northern Spirits’ 


young charge JOHN 
sidelined 
in recent weeks. 

But, as the Spirit sit on 
the fringe of the top six, 
Hutchy’s return is sure to 
add further spark to an 
engine, room rejuvenated 
by this seasons challenge. 
Under Coach Mick 
Hickman, the Spirit outfit 
boasts a mixture of experi- 
ence and class within its 
ranks, 

Amid New Year festivi- 
ties, the tenacious Hutchy 
speaks to ABSW about his 
bad habits, hidden talents, 
and his ‘Melrose Place’ 
style apartment!! 


DR: How would you 
describe yourself as a play- 
er? 

JH: Still have a lot to 
learn. 

DR: From what age have 
you been playing this great 
game? - 

JH: I haye been playing 
since I was four. My Dad 
dragged me to training, and 
that’s how itstarted. Iplayed 
in the Morwell Pegasus 
youth team, before joining 
the Eastern Pride (formally 
known as Morwell Falcons) 
at the age of sixteen. 

DR: What league do you 
rate as the world’s best? 

JH: The English league, 
especially Blackburn Rovers. 
My Dad's family comes from 
Newcastle, so they are big 
supporters of United. 

DR: If you could play for 
any team in the world, 


which one would it be? 

JH: Newcastle, so I can 
play in front of my family 
back home in England. 

DR: What makes Soccer 
such a popular sport around 
the world? 

JH: The skill involved in 
the game. Players dribbling, 
and shooting. ..it’s attractive. 
World class players light up 
the Soccer world. There are 
plenty more players out 
there, and the game will get 
bigger and bigger. 

DR: Is there a Soccer 
player that you model your 
game on? 

JH: Harry Kewell. He's 
ambitious when he gets the 
ball, and puts in 100% each 
time. I like to watch his game 
and learn. 


DR: Will Spirit be 
Championship contenders 
this season? 

JH: We will. We have a 
good team, with new players 
that have taken time to gel 
together. In the last 3-4 
weeks our overall game has 
become better. If we stop 
conceding goals, we'll 
become contenders. 

DR: What are the quali- 
ties of a good coach? 

JH: A coach must be able 
to talk to his players and tell 
them what he. wants. He 
must be happy and enthusias- 
tic, and have good training 
methods and good tactics. A 
good coach will lead from 
the front, and show disci- 
pline if they step out of line. 
Tf he has this, it’s a sign of a 


Simon Bell: Hutchinson reckons he could do with 
a new wardrobe. 


By Daniela Raco 
good coach. 
DR: In one word describe 
Mick Hickman 
JH: The man? 
Enthusiastic 


The coach? Enthusiastic 

DR: Who is the funniest 

character in the game 
today? - 
JH: Tony Sekulic. He 
dyed his hair a different 
colour every week down at 
Morwell. 

DR: Who is the last per- 
son you would like to be 
stuck in an elevator with? 

JH: Claudio Canosa, 
because I can’t understand a 
word he’s saying when he 
gets angry! 

DR: If you could travel 
back in time, where would 
you go? 

JH: To a beach in Hawaii 
and live there for the rest of 
my life...hopefully my par- 
ents are loaded so I can live 
off them. 

DR: You were born and 
raised in Morwell, but you 
have made the move across 
to the Harbour City. Where 
do you call home? 

JH: Morwell — that’s 
where my parents live, my 
two sisters, and a two year 
old foster boy. 

DR: You live in a Melrose 


Place style apartment com- 
plex in the Sydney suburb of 
Dee Why, with other nearby 
tenants being teammates 
Lou Acevski, and Robert 
Trajkovski. Do you all car 
pool to training? 

JH: Yes!! We have a des- 
ignated driver every week. 
We work by a roster. 

DR: Do you follow the 
AFL? 

JH: No. I'm happy to get 
away from it. I don’t mind 
the NRL. 

DR: What is your favorite 
late-nite snack? 


(JH: Anything chocolate. __ 


DR: Which teammate 
could do with a new 
wardrobe? 

JH: Simon Bell. He has 
come to training with some 
shockers. The shoes need 
improving as well. The 
brown shoes he wears with 
the team tracksuit don’t do 
him any justice. 

DR: Which teammate do 
you refuse to share a room 
with? 

JH: Lou Acevski. He is 
deadly...for reasons I just 
can't explain. 

DR: What -is the best 
ingredient for a good night 
out? 

JH: Hanging out with the 
boys from Dee Why, when I 
can get them away from their 
wives. 

DR: Best hangover cure? 

JH: KFC!! 

DR: Which member of 
your squad is most likely to 
be caught dancing on a 
podium at a nightclub? 

JH: Ryan Griffiths — he 
is the man! 


DR: Which member of ~ 


your squad would top Cleo’s 
most eligible bachelor list? 

JH: Both the Griffith boys 
— Adam and Ryan. 

DR: It is important to 
have a balance to be able to 
play well on the park. What 
are some of John 
Hutchinson’s off-field pas- 
times? 

JH: Playing golf with 
Robert Trajkovski and 
Michael Cartwright. 
Aceyski tries to play... He 
scores about 150 for 18 
holes! 

DR: If you could have 
any supernatural power, 
what would it be? 

JH: To know a woman’s 
thoughts...like the << 
guy in the movie 
“What Women 1] 


cuisines can you 
whip up in the 
kitchen? 

JH: I'm not a 
very good cook, but a cook a 
good chicken stir-fry seven 


days a week. 

DR: Worst haircut in the 
league? 

JH: Andrew ‘Sally’ 
McDermott. 


DR: If you were invisible 
what's the first place you 
would sneak into? 

JH: Into a ladies change 
room at a beauty pageant. 

DR: Who or what inspires 
you? 

JH: My dad. He is always 
on my back hassling, and 
gets me going, 

DR: Complete this sen- 
tence “Love is... 

JH: ...nearly everything. 

DR: Which ‘high roller’ 
teammate is a regular 
enthusiast on the ‘black- 
jack’? 

JH: Lou Acevski likes to 
gamble, 

DR: Are you the first or 


1900 


last to leave the change 
rooms after a game? 

JH: Nearly last. If we 
win, | like'to think about the 
result. If we lose, I'm a sour 


puss. 

DR: What animal (or 
thing) best describes your 
personality? 

JH: A cat... when I'm 
angry I just walk off. 

DR: Do you have any hid- 


Lou—den talents (that you can 


shave with us)? 

JH:-1-can do good taxi- 
driver impersonations. 

DR: Do you have any bad 
habits? 

JH: Biting my finger 

nails. | 
- DR: Describe 
your idea of a 
y romantic night 
] out? 
f } | JH: A nice din- 
FE ner at a restau- 
t i . rant, going to 
BA. AW the theatre, ice- 
cream and walk 
along the beach, and then J’ll 
drop her off at home. 

DR: What is the biggest 
misconception about sports- 
men? / 

JH: We're not approach- 
able. 

DR: What is the first 
thing you do when you 
arrive home? 

JH: Switch on the play- 
station, + 

DR: Does John follow 
any pre-match rituals? 

JH:_A have a one and a 
half hour nap or I’m grouchy, 
and then lunch at Michael 
Cartwright’s house (his wife 
Gracie cooks a mean pasta). 

DR: Do you have a 
favorite meal? 

JH: Gracie’s cooking, 

DR: How would you 
spend your last $50? 

JH: Going to watch a 
Soccer game between... 
Newcastle United vs 
Blackburn Rovers. 


John Hutchinson (right) with a Spirit teammate. 
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Col Curran: Member of ‘74 
World Cup team. 


Dear Sir, 
I was disgusted recently to 
hear Soccer Australia boss, 
Tan Knop say that 
Melbourne Knights or South 
Melbourne will have to go. 
There were four NSL teams 
from Victoria, but they 
(Soccer Australia) destroyed 
two of them, now they want 
to destroy yet another club. 
No wonder Mr Knop wants 
a team out, so his beloved 
Canberra Cosmos can come 
back into the league. Hmmm, 
Mr Knop you are running a big 


Is lan Knop 


organisation here, not a family 
business. There are about 
seven NSL teams from 
Sydney. Why don’t Soccer 
Australia just make the NSL 
an all-Sydney affair. Kick the 
Brisbanes out the Perths out 
and just let Sydney teams be in 
there.. It’s not fair really. All 
us Victorian Soccer fans 
should stand up and tell Mr 
Knop where to go . If the 
Knights and Hellas go, it will 
screw Victorian Soccer up 
badly. It’s bad as it is now and 
if another club here gets the 


Still on ’74 Aussie 


World Cup Squad 


Dear Sir, 


In replay to Barry 
Basmegg (ACT) in ABSW 
of 18.12.2001 there might 
have been nine Aussie-born 
players registered with 
Soccer Australia but the 
teams taken to the field, in 
the 1974 World Cup were: 

14-6-1974 (lost 0-2 East 
Germany) 

Reilly, Utjesenovic, Scafer, 
Wilson, Curran, Richards, 
Mackay, Rooney, Warren, 
Alston, Buljevic, only two 
Aussie-born players which 
are under lined, 

18-6-1974 (lost 0-3 West 
Germany) 

Reilly, Utjesenovic, Scafer, 
Wilson, Curran, Richards, 
Rooney, Mackay, Campbell, 
(Abonyi (sub), Alston, 
Buljevic, (Ollerton (sub). 

2206-1974 (drew 0-0 with 
Chile) 

Reilly, Utjesenovic, Scafer, 
Wilson, Curran, (Williams 
(sub), Richards, Rooney, 
Mackay, Abonyi, Alston, 
(Ollerton (sub), Buljevic. 

So, as you can see and I 
wrote only two or three 
Auégsie-born players made it 
into the team. Also, you 
missed out on your list the 
player who I believe took 
over as captain Peter Wilson. 
Another over seas-born player 
you never named, Peter 
Ollerton who comes from 
Lancashire. Granted some of 
them learned how to play here 
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when they were young, but 
they were still from overseas. 
I also agree with Burim 
Sulemani from Dandenong, 
Vic (ABSW 11.12.01) what 
he said about Emerton. 

I think he is a bit-overrated. 
If he and Viduka were English 
they would not get to be on 


the bench for the England 
team and Harry is not in the 
same class as Michael Owen. 
Sorry to say it but Soccer in 
this country has a long way to 
go before they can match it 
with the big boys. 
D. Gardner, 
Hampton Park. VIC. 


chop theyll be making it 
worse. 

If they kick out any of these 
two clubs, I guarantee there 
will be riots in Victoria. Let’s 


Dear Sir, 

In my last letter 1 mentioned 
that the best way for Australia to 
qualify for the finals is to dis- 
mantle Oceania and incorporate 
it into an East-Asian Pacific 
Confederation. 

Tagree with Johnny Warren and 
Nick Tana that qualifying through 
an Asian group is the best way for 
Australia in the long term, Unlike 
Mexico, which has a strong Soccer 
culture, a direct route for Australia 
through Oceania is only good for 
the short term, so Soccer Australia 
can pay it’s debt’s. 

Even though Asia is the weakest 
Confederation after Oceania, it 
deserves to be split into two for 
many good reasons. 

It is by far the largest 
Confederation in population and 
area (with Australia), with about 
60% of the world’s population 
(over 31/2 billion people). A split 
down the middle along racial and 
religions lines would give you twa 
distinct and different 
Confederations of roughly equal 
size in member countries (about 20 


Les Scheinflug: End of the 
road? 


Scheinflug, Labbozzetta, 
Yesterday Men . 


Dear Sir, 

Les Scheinflug’s coaching 
career appears to be coming to an 
end, His many friends in Soccer 
circles are attempting to lionise 
him as some sort of Oz Soccer 
demi-god. 

Is this the real story? As player 
(and I saw him play) you would be 
hard pressed to find anyone game 
enough to criticise him because he 
was truly a fine player. 

However as a coach the story is 
somewhat different. Disregard the 
biased views of his mates and talk to 
some credible neutral observers and 
you get a much more sober view of 
his performance. I am not saying he 
was a bad coach but one thing is not 
in dispute and that is he was a much 
better player than coach. 

On another matter it seems that 
the Labbozzetta loyalists are desper- 
ately trying to have him reinstated as 
supremo of Soccer NSW. 

Someone much more suitable (if 
he is interested) would be the retiring 
CEO, of Sims Metals Mr John 
Crabb, Unlike 99% of corporate 
types involved: in soccer who are 
100% Soccer illiterate, John Crabb 


has impeccable Soccer credentials. 
‘A few years ago he tried to get 
involved with Oz Soccer but was 
rebuffed by the David Hill clique. 
Perhaps the stakeholders of Soccer 
NSW should sound him out. For 
many the idea that a major Soccer 


Tony Labozetta 
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It would be a nice chance if it 
came to pass here hoping. 

R. Melor, 

Bondi. NSW. 


body should be controlled by some- 
body who is competent well con- 
nected and with real Soccer back- 
ground and a genuine passion is a 
frightening thought. 


anti- Victoria? 


stand up, all Victorian Soccer 
fans. 
Burim Sulemani, 
Dandenong, VIC. 


(z Soccer Salvation 
lies in East Asia 


each) and population (1.7 or 1.8 
billion each). 

‘That would still make both larg- 
er in population than any of the 
others. Another reason it needs to 
be split into two is because it spans 
eight time zones which is not par- 
ticularly good for live TV ratings 
if an Arab country from the west is 
playing Oriental country from the 
East. The dividing line between 
the two of course would be China 
and India with the Asian Central 
Republic's and Bangladesh ith 
the West with China and Burma to 
the East. 

That to me is better than this 
silly little Confederation of around 
30 million who don’t have a 
Soccer culture at all. The best way 
to help all Oceania nations, not just 
Australia, is for the tiny Pacific 
countries to have their own two 
qualifying groups first, with either 
both winners (say Fiji and 
Vanuatu) or the ultimate winner, 
joining Australia and New Zealand 
into two or three Hast-Asian 
Groups of six or seven countries 
(depending how many participate) 
to qualify in a Round Robin of 
home and away matches to qualify 
for the three or four spots available 
in the East Asia Pacific area. West 
Asia would still have two spots. 

Before people and critics say its 
a crazy idea because of player 
availability, hat should be only a 
minor problem, As long as we get 
five or six solid high pressure 
meaningful games at home (one in 
every capital city) who cares who 
plays for Australia? 3 

If the overseas players won't 
come, the locals, can do the job 
against the weaker countries both 
here and abroad. Only against the 
strongest country in the group 
would you need your superstars. 

If the gamble doesn’t play off 
and we fail to qualify if won’t mat- 
ter so much, as long as we have 
those five or six top notch games _ 
at home with Soccer Australia 
making a profit for a change. The 
public will still come out and sup? 
port a second string Aussie side if 
it’s almost as good as the top one, 
plus can get the job done. 

Thave been saying the past 10 to 
15 years that our future lies with 
East Asia in Football teams, but 
our illustrious liberal party leader 
led by John Howard his mate, 
Minister for (immigration) Phillip 
Ruddock have pushed us further 
and further away. 

Dominic Scullino, 
‘Nerang. Qld. 


By Allan Crisp 


ANY IMPORT IN A 
STORM 


hen New Zealand intemational Jeff 

Campbell flew out of Adelaide last 
week to rejoin the Football Kingz, he 
became the 12th overseas import in the 
past three seasons to desert Adelaide City 
Force. 

Campbell, 22, is’ the third overseas 
recruit to flee the Force this season, join- 
ing former Polish international Grzegorz 
Lewandowski and Yugoslav defender 
Petar Cestic, who also skipped back to 
their native lands, 

When they made their exits, none of 
the trio deserved a ticker tape parade to 
recognise long service with Lewandowski 
chalking up nine games and Cestic five 
matches, while Campbell saw only 22 
minutes of NSL action for City against 
Olympic Sharks, 

Force coach Zoran Matic was 
impressed by Campbell when he starred 
for the Kingz against Adelaide City at 
Hindmarsh Stadium last season and the 
young Kiwi was duly snapped up on a 
two-year contract. 

City supporters did not have the chance 
to assess Campbell because he arrived in 
Adelaide carrying a groin-related injury. 

“I told himvif 1 knew he was injured I 
wouldn’t have signed him,” Matic told 
“Advertiser” soccer writer Meno 
Toutsidis. 

As a founding member of the NSL, 
Adelaide City has been a leader in spicing 
its squad with the long-term additions of 
overseas professional players. 

City set the bench-mark by signing for- 
mer Glasgow Celtic and Scottish interna- 
tional Dixie Deans, who set the local 
heather alight by topping the inaugural 
Philips League scoring list with 16 crowd 


pleasing goals. 

Former Red Star champion Milan 
Ivanovic maintained the lofty import stan- 
dard by carving a brilliant second career 
with Adelaide City that culminated in an 
amazingly successful run as an Australian 
international defender. 

More recently, Italian striker Claudio 
Pelosi thrilled the Force faithful while 
chalking up 48 NSL appearances. 

Pelosi lacked the international creden- 
tials of Deans and Ivanovic, but atoned by 
producing gutsy, never-say-die efforts 
which invariably won or saved games. 

But, the quality of these imported per- 
fectionists had a down side with the 
demanding fans unprepared to accept sec- 
ond best. 

Imports had to be important big name 
players and the paying punters refused to 
accept fly-by-night, average performers, 
who take up space that could be better 
filled by the young talent within the club 
structure, 

There were several undistinguished 
names among the 22 imports, which kept 
the Force exit gate swinging over the past 
two seasons. 

There also were players on that list, 
like South Korean defender Dong-Ki- 
Kim, who played 53 matches, Scottish 
international Derek Ferguson (2-games) 
as well as, Cestic and Lewandowski, who 
could have enhanced Adelaide’s play-off 
chances in any season. 

Costly lessons are being learned by 
Aussie clubs as “visiting” journeymen 
come and go at the slightest whim. 

As in any contract deal, blame can be 
apportioned to both the player and the 
club if either party fails to meet their 
obligations. 

In the case of Adelaide City Force, not 
all of the 22 players departed amid acri- 
monious circumstances, 

In the main, that is because the club has 
been steadfast in its view that there is no 
value in keeping a player, who is unset- 
tled, discontented, or wants to leave to 
accept a more lucrative offer. 


CITY’S X-MEN 
COULD BE A FORCE 


delaide City Force is doubtless 
counting the cost of losing the previ- 
ously mentioned imported players. 
But, imports are not the only ones to 
leave South Australia’s sole NSL club in 
recent seasons. 


Carl Valeri: One of the few players 
? still at AIS. 


Milan Ivanovic:Ex-Adelaide City 
import, who successfully went on 
to star for Australia 


In fact, a star-studded squad capable of 
winning a championship could be formed 
from the men who have previously worn 
the black and white vertical striped shirts 
of Adelaide City. 

How about this for a likely lot of expe- 
rienced campaigners? Starting with 
Socceroo goalkeeper, Jason Petkovic 
(Perth Glory), who could be backed by 
fellow gloved crusaders, Les Pogliacomi 
(Parramatta Power) and Vilson Knezevic 
(Sydney United). 

Alex Tobin (Parramatta Power) could 
be in the heart of a defence that could 
include Angelo Costanzo (Marconi), 
Michael Cartwright | (Northern Spirit) and 
Scott Thomas (Northern Spin). 

Versatile, Travis Dodd (Newcastle 
United) could occupy a flank role or play 
in the midfield, 

Ivan Zelic (Sydney United) and Dino 
Mennillo (Wollongong Wolves) also have 
the versatility to play in defence or in the 
midfield. 

Craig Foster (Northern Spirit), Brad 
Hassell (Perth Glory) and David Clarkson 
(South Melbourne) are class midfielders, 
while up front the goals should flow with 
Damian Mori (Perth Glory) and Kris 
Trajanovski (Brisbane Strikers) reunited. 

Of course, this pipe-dream dream 


squad can’t happen. Time moves on and 
so do players! 


EARLY EXIT FOR 
BRAIN 


uth Socceroo and Joey squad mem- 

ber Louis Brain, who was negotiating 
a loan release from Adelaide City, has 
played his last game for that club. 

Brain ended hi with City after a 
heated exchange with coach, Zoran Matic 
at a New Year's Eve training session at 
Ram Park. 

Matic sought an explanation from 
Brain over alleged comments made dur- 
ing an interview on radio SRPH on its 
Sunday program. 

“Zoran wanted me to apologise and I 
didn’t believe I said anything that I need- 
ed to apologise for,” Brain said. 

“It’s unfortunate it should end this way 
but I have no ill feeling about the club, 
Adelaide City gave me my start in the 
NSL and there’s certainly no bitterness on 
my part.” 


STRATEGIC PLAN 


South Australian Soccer Federation” 


seminar held last November uncoy- 


Dino Mennillo: Ex-Adelaide star 
now spearheading Wollongong 
Wolves’ revival. 


ered many interesting features designed to 
improve the status of soccer football. 

‘The key features of the SASF Strategic 
Plan éncompassed 1. Sustainable Futures. 
2, Administrative Processes. 3. 
Participation. 4. Stateholders Co-opera- 
tion. 5, Infrastructure and Coaching, 

1. Sustainable Futures: Three-year 
“Clubs Strengthening Project” - Active 
Australia Program — Fund a pilot project 
to provide administrative, financial, and 
marketing consultant advice to clubs, on 
an “as needs” basis. 

2, Administrative ~ Processes: 
Supporting competitions, Club based 
third division. Partnership with Amateurs, 
Support national second division. 

3, Marketing Plan: Increase direct cash 
benefits to clubs from SASF level, mar- 
keting, sponsorship. Club Strengthening 
Project: Local identification through 
media, schools, business, local council — 
to improve attendances and local sponsor- 
ship: Develop and implement strategies to 
rekindle interest of “lost” fans; Identify 
web marketing strategies and opportuni- 
ties to assess feasibility of a “Soccer 
Card” or a “Soccer Magazine”: Conduct 
market research on public opinion: 
Participation; Improve retention rates of 
teenagers playing the game. 

4. Stakeholders Co-operation: 
Stakeholders project to improve co-ordi- 
nation and co-operation. Game marketing 
plan; Quarterly reports; Country support. 

5. Infrastructure and Coaching; 
Improve and expand coaching. Ipcrease 
referee numbers. 

Key features of the seminar sum- 
marised by Playford Patriots’ media man- 
ager Ian Luker, 


Players’ exodus cripple AIS’ 


By Graham Cooke 


he Australian Institute of Sport is cur- 

rently going through a process which 

club coaches see only in their worst 
nightmares — an almost complete change of 
players in mid-season. 

Only Anthony Danze, Jonty Richter and Carl 
Valeri remain from the squad that performed for 
the AIS in the National Youth League up to 
Christmas, although two Canberra-based play- 
ers, Ian Waldon and Matt Anstey, not on full- 
scholarship but who train and play with the insti- 
tute, are also staying on. 

The rest have been scattered, most now 
attached to the squads of NSL clubs, a couple of 
the best already holding down first-team places. 

Institute assistant coach Ray Junna said this 
latest crop of graduates have mostly just turned 
18 and will form the backbone of the Young 
Socceroos team for next year’s World Youth Cup 
“assuming Soccer Australia’s finances allows us 


to enter”. 

The players replacing them will be two years 
younger, some younger still if National Youth 
Coach Ange Postecoglou recommends any out- 
standing candidates from the under-15 Pacific 


~ Cup, taking place in Sydney this month. 


“Ange’s idea is that two or three under-15 
players come into the institute where they get the 
benefit of full-time training and then become the 
core of the Joeys team in the next under-17 
championships. We’ve done it before and it has 
worked quite well.” 

While AIS training began this week, there are 
still six squad places to be filled. All scholarship 
holders are expected to be in place in time for the 
beginning of the school year, although not neces- 
sarily before the resumption of the NYL season 
on January 19. 

Junna said molding a fresh team in mid-season 
was always difficult, and had not been helped by 
the fact the old squad had finished with three 


consecutive losses. “That was especially disap-_ 
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pointing because we had been unbeaten up until 
then,” he said. “I think people started to look for- 
ward to Christmas and joining NSL clubs, and 
took their minds off the job. 

“But there were other factors, because from 
early on we were losing players who were being 
pulled out of the institute early by their clubs. 

“Tn one game against Sydney United when we 
also had a couple of injuries and suspensions, I 
had to play to make up the numbers. You learn to 
live with it.” = 

An overseas tour was being planned for this 
year, probably in July. The destination, either 
South America or Europe, had not been decided. 

The new scholarship holders selected so far 
are: Adam Federici (NSW Institute of Sport), 
Ben Hughes (Newcastle United), Chris Tadrossi 
(NSW Institute of Sport), Jobe Wheelhouse 
(Newcastle United), Liam Lilly (Western 
Australia), Adam Casey (ACT), Billy Celevski 
(Melbourne Knights), Vince Lia (South 
Melbourne), Eli Gilfedder (NSW). 


ar 
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ran, Suker may follow 


Cantona to Knights itn 


By Bert van Bedaf 


he Melbourne Knights are 
Test becoming the enter- 

tainment club of soccer in 
Melbourne after signing French leg- 
end Eric Cantona for at least one NSL 
match next month, 

‘The ex-Manchester United captain is 
set to don the Knights red shirt for a 
guest appearance against South 
Melbourne at Colonial stadium on 
February 8. He might stay on for a sec- 
ond game, possibly against Marconi in 

Sydney or against Perth in Tasmania. 

Lifting the crowd-pulling bar won't 
stop with Cantona. Ovcaric also hopes 
to sign Croatian tennis star and 
Wimbledon champion Goran Ivanisevic 
and Croatian world cup player Davor 
Suker for guest appearances. In fact, 
there’s a long list of names, including 
German marksman Jurgen Klinsman 
and Italian striker Toto Schillaci. 

Previously, English legend Peter 
Beardsley trotted out for a couple of 
games with the Knights and it's more 
than likely others are to follow as the 
Knights endeavour to push the ratings 
value of club and game in Melbourne. 

The new frontier for the Knights is 
entertainment and yalue added services, 
according to its director Alen Rados. A 
senior executive with News Corporation 
in Melbourne, Rados is the driving force 
behind changing the Croatian-backed 
club into an entertainment enterprise 
where soccer is part of a total package. 

He described the club’s recent failed 
attempt to stage home matches on 
Saturday nights at Knights stadium as a 
“half-baked experiment”. The Knights 

~ reverted to Sundays to stop the slide 
when home attendances shrunk alarm- 
ingly to around 3,000. 

“We didn’t do enough to promote it 
(Saturday nights) and we didn’t give it 
enough time. But then again we don’t do 
enough to promote anything,” Rados 
said in an undisguised criticism of the 
club’s administration. 

He is a trenchant critic of Knights 
Stadium and wants Colonial Stadium as 
the club’s Melbourne base. The Knights 
are currently debating whether to sell 
their Sunshine ground to a housing 
developer and move to Colonial. 

“We are in the NSL. This is a nation- 
al code and we're playing in Victorian 
Premier League conditions. Nothing is 
working for us here (Knights Stadium). 
Colonial fits the bill and now that 
Channel Seven has control (Seven 
recently took a majority stake in the 
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ownership of the stadium), the econom- 
ics are working in our favour,” Rados 
said. 

“We have to pitch ourselves at 
Colonial on a Friday night. That's what 
we're looking at. We want to make 
Colonial Stadium our home ground and 
that’s a big ask. How do we fill the 
ground? And how do we pay for it? We 
are doing our sums,” he said. 

The Knights are also in the process of 
establishing a second home in Tasmania 
in a bid to create a wider supporter 
group, The Cantona invitation may well 
become the icing on the Tassie cake, if 
the enigmatic Frenchman, voted the 
most popular Manchester United foot- 
baller-ever by the club’s fans, can cope 
with a two-week holiday in Queensland 
between engagements. 

The Knights round 20 match against 
Perth Glory will be staged in Launceston 
on Saturday, February 23. 

The Cantona deal was managed by 
another astute Knights director John 
Ovcaric, who also attracted Beardsley to 
the club two seasons ago. 

Signing draweards has become a 
Knights speciality. Home town rival 
South Melbourne does fot indulge in it. 

The key to the Knights survival not 
only as a soccer force but also as a busi- 
ness entity, Rados believes, is the re- 
branding of the club, including adopting 
a new name and a new strip in addition 
to settling into a new venue. It will defi- 
nitely mean a new image not ‘away 


from’ but clearly beyond its traditional 
support in the Croatian community. 

“We need to re-invent the club and 
broaden our supporter base. The product 
(soccer) is all right, but we need to beef 
it up. Any club that doesn’t do that 
should not be in the national league,” 
Rados said. 

Rados believes that on-field perfor- 
mance is important, but “as a business, a 
club needs to hedge itself when it does- 
n’t win a championship”. 

That is where marketing, merchandis- 
ing and member services, such as a loy- 
alty or reward card and product dis- 
counts, come into it, as well as signing 
the odd, faded, legendary, international 
star for publicity and entertainment 
value, 

“Soccer is big business and we need 
to change the way we do business. 
Soccer is bigger business than is being 


Davor Suker: Pencilled-down for guest appearances at Melbourne 
Knights. 


realised (in Australia) and we need to be 


innovative or clubs like South 
Melbourne or the Knights will drop by 
the wayside just like other clubs (such as 
Collingwood Warriors, Carlton Blues 
and Eastern Pride) that have fallen 
cover,” Rados said. 


There are 50,000 people (in Victoria), 
who play soccer at club level, why aren't 
they coming to the games. There is 
something fundamentally wrong and 
clubs need wholesale reform for the bet- 
ter,” Rados said. 


Kewell’s injury 
worries Leeds 


eeds coach, David O’Leary 
admitted over the weekend 
that the club’s medical staff 


I 


are at a loss over the back problem 
that is putting Harry Kewell’s season 
on hold. 


Harry Kewell 


Kewell has not played for the 
Premiership leaders since picking up the 
injury in a 2-2 draw against Leicester 
City at Elland Road in December. 

Intensive treatment has failed to cure 
the problem and Leeds have béen unable 
to pinpoint exactly what is wrong with 
the Australian international winger. 

Kewell has been ordered to rest but 
O'Leary admitted that he has no idea 
when the 23-year-old will be fit to 
retum. He said: ‘Harry had a scan a few 
weeks ago when he did it and that 
showed there’s nothing wrong. 

“But backs take time. He’s just got to 
test it up and we can’t imagine how long 
he'll be out for.’ 

Kewell has been in top form recently 
after a sluggish start to the season which 
was compounded by a round-the-world 
trip to represent. Australia in a two- 
legged World Cup play-off against 
Uruguay. 

His absence is a major concern to 
Leeds as they look to consolidate their 
place at the top of the English premier- 
ship table. 


ABSW (§} 


French fracas over Chipperfield 


iant French clubsides 
are locked in a fren- 
zied battle for the ser- 


vices of former Wollongong 
Wolves _ striker, Seott 
Chipperfield in a n attempt to 
lure him away from Swiss club 
Basle. 

The clubs are Champions 
League campaigners Nantes, 
‘Troyes and Lorient. 

“Basle say they want me to 
stay until the end of the season 
but I want to go to France. 

Basle insists the Socceroos 
striker should honour his four- 
year contract, forcing Nantes to 
table a mouthwatering $3.5 mil- 
lion bid for Chipperfield. 

Basle, which signed 
Chipperfield for a meagre 
$100,000 at the beginning of the 
season, are keen to hang onto 
him and demonstrated their 
resolve by offering him an 
improyed contract worth up to 
$50,000 a month after winning 
bonuses. 

“Lorient put in an offer that 
was rejected by Basle but now 
Lorient’s coach has gone to 
Nantes,” Chipperfield revealed 
last week while holidaying in 


Gabriel Mendez: Made his debut for Sydney Untied last Sunday, since his 
midseason transfer from Northern Spirit. 


the country, on break from the 
Swiss season. 

“Tf nothing happens between. 
now and when I go back to 
Switzerland next(this)week then 
T will talk to the club when I get 


back and hopefully make the 
move, 

“T have been in Europe now 
for six months and I know what 
being full-time is all about. 

“I know I can play well in 


France but it depends on Basle. 
They have the final say,” con- 
cluded Chipperfield, who -has 
won the NSL best-player award 
for the past two seasons. 


SEVEN KEEPS 
SOCCER SLOT 


local game, the Seven Network last 
week announced it will continue to 
televise the “Australian 
Soccer” show, despite the 
network’s extensive coverage 
of the Australian Open ten- 
nis, 
Over the next three weeks 
therefore, “Australian 
Soccer” will be screened at 
10.00am (AEST), an hour 
ahead of its normal time slot. 
“There were some concerns by soccer 
fans that the show might not even 
make it to air because of the Australian 


I: a show of its commitment to the 


Open,” said General Manager of the 
National Soccer League, Stefan Kamasz. 
“However the Seven Network has clear- 
ly demonstrated its support 
for soccer by ensuring 
that “Australian Soccer” con- 
tinues to be screened during 
this period of tennis cover- 
age. 
“The program has been rat- 
ing well, and continues 
to generally dominate its 
time-slot on Sunday morn- 
ings, while the Friday night 
NSL replays are also drawing large num- 
bers of yiewers.” Kamasz said. 


abriel Mendez 
G: week agreed 
to terms and 
completed his transfer 
from Northern Spirit 
to Sydney United. 
Mendez along with 
new acquisition Sebastian 
Sinozic made their debuts 
for Sydney United against 


Adelaide Force on 
Sunday. 
The 28 year-old 


Mendez is looking for a 
fresh start after a disap- 
pointing time at North 
Sydney Oval. A few sea- 
sons back, he was at his 
brilliant best in a Sydney 
Olympic 
team _ that 
never lived 
up to its 
potential. 
Mendez is 
hoping to 
recapture 
that form in 
the colours of 
Sydney 
United and 
has not given 
up hope of one last shot 
at an overseas contract. 


tH] 
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Scott Chipperfield: All the centre of a three-way battle for 


his services by French clubsides. 


United coach, 
Branko Culina was 
delighted with his 
latest-signing, espe- 
cially one that 
delivered frequent- 
ly while he was in 
charge of Olympic. 
“A good _ player 
doesn't become a 


bad player 
overnight and I 
believe Mendez 


could be a potential 
match winner for us 
and I am pleased 
that he has joined 
the Club”, stated Culina. 
Also joining was 23 
year-old 


& 


defender 
Sebastian 
Sinozic from 
Branko 
Culina’s for 
mer Olympic 
Sharks. The 
solid young 
defender has 
been signed 
to bolster the 
defence that 
has been hit 
by injuries in 
the past few weeks. 
Another player expect- 
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Branko Culina: Bravehearts’ 


MENDEZ DEBUTS 
FOR BRAVEHEARTS 


coach, 
ed to make his debut is 18 
year-old striker Christian 
Cevenini who has been 
playing some great foot-” 
ball in United’s youth 
team. 

Coach Branko Culina 
made a number of 
changes to the team that 
lost to-Newcastle and is 
hoping the injection of 
some fresh faces will 
inspire the team to recap- 
ture the form that pro- 
duced victories over the 
Melbourne Knights and 
Northern Spirit. 
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Green Gully 

(Matthew Scerri) 

South Melbourne Eagles 
(Steve Esposito 4, own goal) 
South Melbourne Inst. 
(Dimitri Tsiaras 2) 

Albury Wodonga 

Daniel Ross 3, Chris Mitchel, 


South Melbourne 
South Melb.Eagles Ac 
Melbourne Knights 
Melb. Knights Acad. 
Bulleen Zebras 
Albury Wodonga 
Green Gully Caval. 
Preston Lions 


he Matildas and South 
Korea, soon to clash in the 
upcoming 4th Australia 
Cup, have experienced vastly 
different paths since their last 
meeting during the M-Wey Tri- 
Series in Auckland, in March 
1996, 
Then under National Coach 
Tom Sermanni, it was Australia’s 
first tournament since the 1995 


FIFA Women’s World Cup and US » 


Women’s Cup held soon after, The 

Matildas, football minnows 

thrown in the ‘Group of Death’ 

against USA, China and Denmark, 
had performed bravely at their first 

World Cup, although finishing in 

twelfth position, 

The Matildas won this tourna- 
“ment, but —more-importantly 
showed encouraging signs for the 
future. Later we went on to quali- 
fy for our second World Cup and 
experienced their first Olympic 
Games as 2000 hosts... 

The Tri-Series marked the 
beginning of a rebuilding period 
working towards the longer term 
goal of the 1999 World Cup. 

Nine of the twenty World Cup 
Team members made the trip 
across the Tasman to take on rivals 
New Zealand and the unknown 
South Korea - Tracey Wheeler, 
“Chery! Salisbury, Sarah Cooper, 
Sunni Hughes, Lisa Casagrande, 
Sonia Gegenhuber, Sacha 
Wainwright, Louise McMurtrie, 
and Lizzy Claydon. Four celebrat- 
ed their-debut Matildas selection - 
Joanne Peters, Amy Wilson, 
Kristyn Swaffer, and Tammie 
Thornton, whilst Katrina Boyd 


; 
) 
) 


2 Melbourne Knights Youth 1 
(Tony Saric) 

5 Preston Lions 3 | 
(Robert Dolevski 2, Ali Uguz) 
Mario Antonello) 


NORTHERN DIVISIONLEAGUE LADDER 
ROUND 13 


Round 12 Fixtures 
Melbourne Knights Academy y Albury Wodonga 
(Knights Stadium, 7.30 pm) 

South Melbourne Eagles y Preston Lions 
(Bob Jane Stadium, 5. pm) 
Melbourne Knights Youth vy Bullen Zebras, 
(Knights Stadium, 5 pm) 

Green Gully v South Melbourne Institute 
Green Gully Reserve, 5 pm) 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 
RESULTS RD 11 


1 Melbourne Knights Aca 2 
(Masumi Nishida, Dario Matkovic) 
5 Bulleen Zebras 0 


Ww 


Pree noenys 
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made her full debut after having 
only played against a club team 
five years previous. Sharon Black 
made her comeback after making 
her first appearance in 1991, and 
youngster Dianne Alagich played 
her second tournament. 

Five of that 1996 team are part 


By oy tay 
Sth Melb. institute 2 

Melb. Knights Youth 1 

last minute goal, shrouded in 

controversy, gave the South 

Melbourne Institute a two- 
one win over Melbourne Knights at 
Bob Jane Stadium. Dimitri Tsiaras 
put the Blues ahead in 19 minutes, a 
Jead which they held until the inter- 
val. 


Tony Saric scored for the Knights 
about fifteen minutes into the second 
half, but was then sent off for his sec- 
‘ond bookable offence. When Zoltan 
Zold gota straight red card with twen- 
ty five minutes left, the Knights were 
down to nine men, but battled on 
gamely until the very last minute when 
South got its winner. Tsiaras popped 
up to force the ball towards goal and 
the Assistant Referee adjudged that it 
‘had just crossed the line, Apart from 
Tsiaras the Blues best was Vince Lia, 
in his last game before joining the 
Australian Institute of Sport. 


Albury Wodonga 5 

Preston Lions 3 

ight goals in blistering heat 

and a home win by 5-3 kept 

the fans entertained at 
Myrtleford as Albury Wodonga 
Warriors took on the Preston Lions. 
Daniel Ross was the local hero with 
ahat-trick in 14, 20 and 71 minutes. 
Chris Mitchell scored for the 
Warriors just before the interval to 
set up a three-nil break. 


MATILDAS, KOREANS RE-ENACT ‘96 SHOWDOWN 


of new boss Adrian Santrac’s line- 
up for this Australia Cup - 
Salisbury, Casagrande, 
Wainwright, Peters, and Black. 


Let’s recap on those first two 
matches against the South Koreans 
almost six years ago - 
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Robert Dolevski converted a penal- 
ty for the Lions in 57, but Mitchell’s 
third goal and one by Mario Antonello 
took the Warriors to 5-1 and it seemed 
all over. But as they have often done 
this season, the young Lions came 
back with another Dolevski penalty 
and a strike by Ali Uguz. John Bames 
and Jason Whitton had excellent 
games for the Warriors, as did Ross, 
but it was a good all round effort by the 
lads from the border. 


utes of their match at Bob Jane 
Stadium, but then the Eagles pow- 
ered away to a 5-0 victory. Skipper 
Steve Esposito was the destroyer in 
chief, having a hand in all five goals. 

‘One was credited as an own goal, 
while he could put his hand up for the 
others, Fanol Isai admitted that the 
Eagles were by far the better team on 
the day. 


Green Gully 1 
Melb. Knights Aca. 2 


‘elbourne Knights 
Academy scraped home by 
against Green Gully at 


Green Gully Reserve on Sunday. 
Masumi Nishida and 

Dario Matkovic scored the goals for 
the Academy and Matthew Scerti was 
on target for Green Gully. 


UPSET LOSS 
TO KOREA 


(29 March, 1996) 
South Korea 2 
(Cha Sung Mi 10, Choi Yun Hee 


(Katrina Boyd 4) 


Tear favourites Australia suf- 

fered their first loss of the M- 

Wey Tri-Series in Auckland, 
going ‘down 2-1 to a determined 
Korea after an ordinary perfor 
mance. 

Australia took the field with quite a 
different lineup due to a number of 
injury problems, but change of person- 
nel was not the problem. 

But the honeymoon was soon over 
when Korea started to stamp their 
authority on the game, their reward in 
the form of an equaliser in the 10th 
minute, The Australian defence failed 
to cledr'a high freekick into the box, 
leaving midfielder Cha Sung Mi with a 
clear header which went in at the near 
post, the first goal conceded by 
Australia for the tournament. 

Korea continued to pressure 
Australia who fell into the trap of rush- 
ing play, hitting stray passes and gener- 
ally looking disjointed with mistakes 
becoming far too frequent Australia 
‘came back stronger for the opening 
period after halftime, looking more 
positive and creative with the ball, and 
unlucky not to score from close range 
after seven minutes. But the Koreans 
then caught the Australians asleep in 
the 56th minute with a breakaway 
‘move which saw striker Choi Yun Hee 
unchallenged to drive from 18 metres 
‘on the left to take the lead 2-1, much to. 
the underdogs’ delight. 


NSWIS 
Wollongong Wolves Youth 


wo 
Parramatta Power Youth 13 10 0 
Newcastle United Youth 4 10 0 
Sydney United Youth sees 
Wollongong Wolves Youth 13 1 
AIS 12 90 
Marconi Stallions Youth 13S 
QAS 14 aie 
ACTAS 12 70 
Olympic Sharks Youth 44 4 
Northern Spirit Youth 13° a 
NSWIS 16, -3/So2, 
Brisbane Toro 3 2 0) 
Sydney United Colts 1a: ee? 
Marconi Stallions Colts | ie Ga | 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


RESULTS RD 13 


QAS 


RNeoUreENS 


ROUND 14 FIXTURES 


* ACTAS Vs QAS 5.00pm AIS Soccer Field 
* NSWIS Vs Sydney United Colts Valentine Sports Park 

* Northern Spirit Youth Vs Parramatta Power Youth Christie Park 
* Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Wollongong Wolves Youth 


Marconi Stadium 


* Marconi Stallions Colts Vs Newcastle Utd Youth Marconi Stadium 
* Sydney United Youth Vs Olympic Sharks Youth 


* Sydney United Sports Centre 


Newcastle United Youth 
Northern Spirit Youth @ 


Olympic Sharks Youth 
Sydney United Colts 
Parramatta Power Youth 
Newcastle United Youth 


Beqnruens 


Knights sweat over | 
- Cantona’s $200,000 fee 


match for another bete noir of 


By Bert van Bedat 

baat le eB the football world, former 
. Argentina captain Diego 

emer Kel ae SHvppInE Maradona, for which the 

footballer Eric French ved $100,000. 

Cantona knows how to! fnchman receive ,000. 


charge for his services 
as the Melbourne 4 
Knights are learn- 7} 
ing to their cost. 
Aiming to 
snare 
French, 
Manchester 
United captain 4 
for one or two 
guest appear- 
ances, the Knights may need 
to fork out $200,000. 
They're said to have offered 
$50,000 for a one-off match 
against South Melbourne at 
Colonial stadium on February 


out 


8 haye sorted it out during the 
week,” Hrzic said. 


“The 35-year-old Cantona 
recently played in a testimonial 


jion Rediscovered — After 12 rounds 
‘out of 26, the Wollongong Wolves 
record showed meagre two wins, three 
draws, six losses (plus one bye). Nothing to 
brag about. Quoting the new CEO, Mike 
Crowe “doing the job better” is the guiding 
slogan to be adopted by the club from now 
on. 

‘The win over South Melbourne was seen 
as a restart aiming to climb up the competi- 
tion ladder, To succeed the players haye to 
find back to a positive outlook, shown pas- 
sion and pace in their soccer and everything 
is possible, even believing in winning all 
remaining 13 games (plus bye) is not out of 
the question, 

Soccer's fortunes create strange twists 
with surprising results, It is not out of the 
equation, it can be achieved to reach the top 
again, Youth, fresh enthusiasm will motivate 
others to improve performances. Coach Ron 
Corry knows and realises that, he is a giant in 
the game of soccer, Been there; done that; 
nothing can stop him to lead his charges on 
the way to victory. The club and fans have 
full confidence in the coach - applauding 
him to promote young talents to gain experi- 
ence in senior soccer, paying him back with 
good players in years to come. The excite- 
ment in soccer is it’s unpredictability. 
Anything is possible. Even the impossible 
dream of winning championships. 


warra Soccer Club News — Activities 

up this week. Soccer clubs advertised 

their training nights with coaches looking to 

assemble their best possible squads. 

Individual club news available is rather 

sparse at the moment. The ICU Conference 

League for 2002 now has 16 teams after the 

‘withdrawal of Illawarra United, avoiding the 
dreaded bye. 

‘Viewing various clubs and their preview 
prospects, it could develop into an interest- 
ing competition. Southern-based soccer 
clubs under the microscope are: 

Albion Park - Fourth last season. Reserve 
Grade 4th also. Youth Grade 12th. New 
coach this year is David Skeen, a former 
NSL player with top grade experience, will 
be out to top the league this year, expecting 
‘an improvement on past placing. There is no 


It seems news of Cantona’s 
possible guest appearance(s) 


Mirkut said, 

Knights’ general manager 
Robert Hrzic sounded as cau- 
tious. “It’s not easy to work this 


has leaked premature- 
ly, putting the deal 
in jeopardy. 
“Nothing is 
finalised yet, but 
we're keeping the 
door open until 
® we have a signa- 
ture,” 
director 


Knights 
Miro 


quickly. Hopefully we will 


Naum Sekulovski: Played an 
Inspiring role in the Wolves’ 2-1 
win over Northern Spirit over the 
weekend at WIN Stadium. 


reason to see the team not in the front spot 
this soccer year. ‘Skeeny’ as the new man in 
charge needs a cool head to sort the squad 
out and direct them on the way to success, 
The club’s huge junior section must eventual 
supply potential first graders. A well-organ- 
ised Management Committee has the experi- 
ence to work towards promotion. Facilities at 
Terry Reserve are excellent, the side no 
doubt has the potential to challenge for the 
title. The club could form a sound Premier 
League team in due time. 


‘arilla Wanderers - Third last season. 

Reserves 5th. Youth grade 10th. 
Looking for a new coach at present unless 
they can talk last year’s coach Billy 
Kyriakidis to continue which does look 
doubtful. A new committee has been elected, 
needed badly after some previous turmoil. 
Preparations so far are unknown, might be a 


Eric Cantona: His appearance for Melbourne Knights may 


cost the club $200,000. 


bit late for an incoming new coach to collect 
a quality squad. Under circumstances pre- 
vailing now one has to question their chances 
but then again they eould spring a surprise if 
last year's players line up again. Time is 
short for a proper season preparation. The 
next few weeks should classify the club's 
standing and team development. The club 
has a bunch of loyal supporters, they must 
put their hands up and assist in rebuilding for 
the new soccer year. 


hellharbour City - Not well placed at all 

‘with the three grades last seasons, under- 
achievers after a bright beginning, many 
promising young players were overawed by 
fierce competition, trying nevertheless their 
best. A new structure was needed, coaching 
and management wise. This has been done 
right after seasons’ end with an enthusiastic 
new President Andy Campbell plus sev- 
eral experienced committee 
members. One of 
Ilawarra’s best creditable 
soccer coaches Barney 
King has been contracted 
who commenced immedi- 
ately with preseason trials 
right through November 
and December. 

Several well known 
senior players are to join the 
club, supporting the many talented 
youngsters. Andy Campbell is excited 
of the prospects of having now a quality 
coach in charge and éxpects to introduce a 
handful of top first graders soon, he hopes to 
satisfy the soccer club’s major sponsor 
Shellharbour Workers club, bringing success 
‘on the field and off with increased patronage 
members. The senior club is looking to 
strong affiliations with two junior soccer 
clubs — the powerful Oak Flats and 
Shellharbour Juniors which between them 
registered over 600 junior players last year, 
boys and girls, even more could join up this 
coming season. Head senior coach Barney 
King sees as one of his aims visits to junior 
teams training sessions to liaise with individ- 
ual age group coaches. City has the ambition 
to seek promotion to higher soccer standard, 
needing plenty of support from sponsors and 
fans, aiming in years to come to play on new 
facilities near the Shellharbour Workers 
Club. Foundation and potential is available 


— 3) 


for them to succeed, prospects are looking 
good. Naked ambition can carry the side to 
any goal aimed for. 


Bo — A newly-created identity. 
Now purely seniors. Separated from 
Shellharbour Juniors but did not achieve as 
much as hoped for, At times the team was 
playing great soccer but could not maintain 
the pace. Coach is once more Roberto 
Hernandez, best known in past years as a 
feared striker and top grade goal scoring cen- 
tre forward. He is aiming to inject new 
enthusiasm and more discipline in his future 
squad, always optimistic to climb up the 
competition ladder. 

‘There was some talk of amalgamation 
with one of the other South based soccer 
clubs and-bring more success to Barrack 
Heights Sports field which in itself has seen 
some famous past coaches like John 
Bingham and successful 
premiership winning 
teams. This has not been 

repeated lately and the 
prospects are not promis- 
ing at the moment. Much 
work needs to be done to 
ground and facilities, 
neglected in past seasons. It is 
hard to see the club becoming 
a threat to leading teams this 
coming soccer year. Coach and 
Committee have to work together to 
attract top players and win a better posi- 
tion in the competition. 
erkeley — A famous District Soccer club 
jin past years, producing many quality 
players representing the area with pride, 
have now fallen on hard times despite excel- 
lent ground facilities and backing by the 
Berkeley Sports and Social club, the team 
had a rather poor season, 

Halfway through last year Phil Brown 
took over as coach —a well known Illawarra 
‘soccer personality, a great play maker in his 
days with West Figtree. He will be coach 
again for the new season and the club has 
every reason to expect a far better placing 
this time around. Plenty of junior soccer 
players are eager to join the senior club in 
due time and one can see the potential of the 
side, hungry for success. Well ‘Brownie’ is 
the man with a soccer brain who can make it 
possible for the fans. The club’s youth grade 


of U/20’s finished 5th last year out of 17 
teams, indicating there is talent available, 
ready to step in given the chance to play first 
grade, 


D™: Soccer Club —with a proud histo- 
ry of successful championships, did not 
achieve their hopes of a front placing, 
Incoming new coach Jason Higgs, possible 
as player-coach, has plenty of match experi- 
ence in top national competition, could con- 
sider his job as a challenge, testing his abili- 
ty of rebuilding a promising squad. Dapto 
Juniors should supply enough young players 
to strengthen the senior team, It is hard to 
predict how they will improve, it could take 
time before Dapto growth again to match 
past glory. The club's Youth team cam 8th in 
the competition and showed some promise, 
they came through the play-offs to win the 
First Division Grand final, winning against 
previously undefeated minor premier 
University of Wollongong, an astonishing 
success for the Dapto U/20’s. Surely the 
coach can build on that basis and might pro- * 
mote some of the youngsters to first grade. 
The soccer club is supported by Dapto 
Leagues Club, their major sponsor. It won’t 
be long and Dapto Soccer will shine again in 
district competitions. “ 


outh Coast United - No details are avail- 

lable as to coaching staff or management. 

ISA View Competition Draw 2002 - the 
first Board Meeting of Soccer Illawarra is 
coming up. Since the goal posts have shifted 
again after the end of yearinterference by 
lobby groups pushing personal agendas. The 
situation is now to be looked at with 12 clubs 
in ICU Premier League and 16 in ICU 
Conference League. Originally proposed 14 
teams in each division looks logical now but 
cannot be followed since the member clubs 
surprisingly voted for 12 and 17 — now 16 — 
clubs to play only 22 rounds. It would be 
nice and good for promoting our game to 
play 26 rounds right through to October. The 
playing calendar allows enough weekends 
between February and October to accommo- 
date knock-outs, Cup games and extended 
competition in both leagues, Let’s hope 
eventual common sense and unity prevaifs to 
create a satisfactory round of competition for 
both league. : 
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On top of the 


world with — 
Joe Didulica 


By Roy Hay 


eclong-born goalkeeper Jocy 
( — is on top of the 
world at the moment. 


The 24 year-old made his first team 
debut for Ajax Amsterdam on 18 
December, coming on as substitute for 
Fred'Grim when the veteran keeper was 
injured very late in the game, 

Since then Didulica has had two 
matches in goals. A’ stunning full debut 
at home to Vitesse Amhem as Ajax won 
5-1, then a real baptism of fire away to 
Utrecht where he was injured after only 
three minutes, but recovered to play a 
full game in what turned out to be a 3-1 
loss, 


All the Utrecht goals came from 
deflected shots which gave the young 
keeper little chance of preventing them. 

Didulica was home in Geelong for 
Christmas during the Dutch winter 
break, an was off again on 5 January for 
training in Amsterdam followed by two 
matches in Portugal against teams from 
the German Bundesliga. 

‘Then the Dutch season resumes and 
with it Didulica’s Personal campaign to 
become the Number One at Ajax. 

‘The new Ajax coach is former Dutch 
international skipper and star with Ajax 
and Barcelona, Ronald Koeman. 

He took over from Co Adriaanse mid 
way through the season and is obvious- 
ly taking his time observing the 


resources at his disposal. 

‘Ajax have a very young side in 2001 
with Didulica amazingly one of the 
older players at 24. Striker Rafael van 
der Vaart is the top scorer in Holland 
this season and he is only 18. 

Skipper Chivu was the baby of the 
Romanian team which knocked out 
England in the European 
Championships in 2000. 

Didulica had a spell on loan to 
Germinal Beerschot in the Belgian first 
division, but found that an enormous 
contrast to Ajax. 

‘The training, the facilities, the profes- 
sionalism all fell short of what he had 
become accustomed to in Amsterdam, 
plus he was promised the goalkeeping 


Christian Chivu (left): Captain of Ajax and inspirational to Didulica’s ambition at the Dutch club. 
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Joe Didulica: Made his full debut for Ajax on December 18. 


spot, but then found himself on the 
bench and had to fight his way into the 
first team. Hence on his return to Ajax 
he is even hungrier for success and 
determined to hold on to the place he 
has gained, 

“The atmosphere in the Amsterdam 
Arena is unbelievable”, he said of his 
home debut against Vitesse, “The crowd 
were chanting my name and my team- 
mates were great, saying they had con- 
fidence in me and encouraging me 
throughout the game”. 

Success has not changed the young 
keeper. He has not adopted the Ajax 
swagger and confidence bordesing on 
arrogance which was the trade mark of 
the side in the days of the de Boer twins, 
Edgar Davids and Patrick Kluivert. 


“I could not behave like that in 
Australia, My friends would soon cut me 
down to size, as would my sister Patricia 
and brother John”, he said, 

But he is equally committed to hold- 
ing down his place in the side and 
showing that he will be challenging for 
a place in the Australian side before / 
long. His hopes of playing in the Sydney 
Olympics were cut short by stress frac- 
tures in his shin in the days before the 
tournament. 

While in Australia he went shark-fish- 
ing with his brother and thankfully he 
survived, we can expect to hear mich 
more of the latest in a line of Australian 
goalkeepers playing at the highest level 
overseas. - 


~ 


Oceania scribe for 
African Tourney 


he daughter of | Charles 

Dempsey, the man blamed when 

South Africa did not win the 
2006 World Cup bid, has been invited 
to the opening ceremony of the 2002 
African Nations Cup in Mali this 
month, 

Josephine King was included on a list 
of dignitaries released by the African 
Football Confederation (CAF) in Cairo 
because of her status as secretary-general 
of the Oceania Football Association. 

It is customary for CAF to invite the 
secretary-general of each region to the 
‘opening of the Nations Cup, a biennial 16- 
nation showcase of African football. 

New Zealand-based Dempsey ignored 
a mandate from Oceania to back South 
Africa once England were eliminated in 
the July 2000 poll, and his abstention 
from the third round gave Germany a con- 
troversial 12-11 victory. 

Had Dempsey followed instructions 
and tied the ballot at 12 votes each, Sepp 
Blatter, president of world football con- 
trolling body FIFA, would have had the 
decisive vote and he publicly backed 
South Africa. 

South Africa were bidding to become 
the first African hosts of a quadrennial 
event first staged 72 years ago. Under a 


proposed rotation system, there is hope 
that Africa will stage the World Cup in 
2010. 

Other dignitaries set to attend the 
Nations Cup ceremony include the two 
most powerful men in world sport - for- 
mer Swiss army colonel Blatter and 
Intemational Olympic Committee presi- 
dent Jacques Rogge from Belgium. « 

‘The opening ceremony at the March 26 
Stadium in Bamako will be followed by a 
Group A clash between Mali and Liberia, 
the first of 32 matches spread over 23 
days and six venues in the landlocked 
west African state. 


2 A 
Sepp Blatter: Invited for the 
African Nations Cup. 


@ Live action from the Sydney Croatian Sports Centre last Sunday night in the battle between Sydney United and 
Adelaide City. Seen here is United’s central marker, Sebastian Sinozic, who made his debut for his new Club, being 
challenged with a sliding tackle by Adelaide City’s striker Scott Tunbridge. The battle ended in a 1 -1 draw. 
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REMIER LEAGU 


www.nswpremierleague.com 


Pp NEW SOUTH WALES | 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE 


Fair field Bulls ae = #95 U19 


C’bury M'ville vs Bonnyrigg WE Serbian Centre 7:00pm 5:00pm 
KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, Sunday 13 January 2002 84 Belconnen BD vs Leichhardt Tigers W Belconnen’SG 6:30pm 4:30pm 
VENUE: Melita Stadium, Everley Road, South Granville 3 Central Coasties vs St George Saints Pluim Park 7:00pm 5:00pm 
S'land Sharks vs Bankstown City SeymourShaw 7:00pm 5:00pm 
T* only Sunday we don’t expect him to be — late goals to split the points. Penrith Panthers vs Blacktown City Andrews Rd Fid 7:00pm 5:00pm 


Premier League back in the next couple of The draw was not what 
game in Sydney, weeks. Meanwhile, Jimmy coach Craig Sharpley would J ’ 
fans from far and wide are Bakis and Daniel Kukucka have wanted given that the J Sunday January 13 
expected to pack into have been holding the fort Bulls are in the midst of a | = P'mattaEagles vs Fairfield Bulls Melita Stadium 6:30pm 4:30pm 
Melita Stadium for what and doing a good job, and __ difficult run of matches, : : 7 
promises to be a thrilling we don’t feel we have lost “This game is one of a f es 
contest between two of the too much there at all.” tough four week period for fF iSttenet7e0 ROUND ii 
most attacking sides in the ‘The Eagles have lost just us and we are going to have iad Saturday January 19 ietGrade 19 
league, one game in their past five to be at our absolute best to St George vs BelconnenBD StGeorge Std 6:80pm 4:30pm 


Parramatta Eagles started starts and have not been make an impact,” said 3 
the New Year well, coming beaten at ‘fortress’ Melita Sharpley. “We have a few Fairfield Bulls vs Penrith Panthers Nineveh Field 7:00pm 5:00pm 


back from 1-0 down early in all season, a record that is injury and suspension con- Bonnyrigg WE vs Central Coast Serbian Centre 7:00pm 5:00pm 
the second half to defeat a- notlost on their coach. “Our cerns going through this di Bankstown City ys C'bury M'ville Jensen Park 7:00pm 5:00pm 
plucky Panthers’ outfit 2-1 record at home has been month so I'll be looking to Blacktown City vs. S'land Sharks Gabbie Stadium 7:00pm 5:00pm 
at Andrews Road Field last great, in fact we have held — our squad players to step in Se as 
Saturday night, Without the our opponents scoreless in and fill some gaps as we J Sunday January 20 istGrade U19 
services of Anthony three of those four home need too.” The Bulls have Le Ti Pi yy 
Mondello, Coach Tam games and conceded just also put together a four | Sichhardt Tigers vs PmatiaEagles Lambert Park 5:00prm 
Finlayson was forced to one goal,” said Finlayson. game unbeaten run where **Grade 19 to play Wed 13th Feb 7:00pm Lambert Park 
change his lineup partnering “It’s a good record and one _ they have conceded just two 
Daniel Kukucka with Jimmy — the boys are Keen to contin- goals, their last loss coming Ts] 7 ~ 
Bakis on the forward line. cae f way back in late November. NEWS FLASH 
The move paid dividends ‘airfield was a ta “Our form has been A ~ 
qdleiti the cries ROSMAN ER wheae soot cal Sharpley, “but Banketonn Cry reslden Georg Jacksel is. 5400 
absence of Mondello again they drew 2-2 withthe visit- we can never be too compla- riches after winning’a)$200 betagainst/both Btian 
this week, that partnership ing Belconnen side. _cent, especially against a Brown and Ken Schembri following the Lions’ 4-3 win 
could well decide the out- Defender-cum-striker Jason quality team like Parramatta. against Blacktown. Match Report on Page 25. 
come of this game, Connolly snared the Bulls’ They will be very hard to g 

“Anthony has a foot two goals but sadly they beat but I am confident we 
injury,” said Finlayson, “and allowed the visitors’ two can make an impact.” 


"| The Cafe La Scala Player of the Week after Round 9 of the NSW 
Premier League is: 
Paul Wearne of Bankstown City Lions 
vA Cafe La Scala is located at 
(Z 
Shop 32, Piazza Level, Italian Foum, 
23 Norton St, Leichhardt’ Phone: (02) 9572 8577 


Imside ... Inside ... 


eFrom The Sidelines 

e Match Reports 

e Central Coast Coasties in focus 
e Scoreboard 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES are proudly sponsored by Parramatta 
Leagues Club and Bank of Valletta 
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PREMIER LEAGUE ACTION 
RETURNS TO PLUIM PARK! 


must win game for the 
Coasties if they still 
harbour any thoughts 


for playing in the post season. 

The home side should be 
favoured for the points, howev- 
er the Coasties have had more 
ups and downs than a fiddler’s 
elbow in recent weeks and any- 
thing is possible. 

St. George posted a draw last 
week against Canterbury and 
from all reports had the better of 
the match, 

However, with only two 
draws from nine starts, one 
would have to favour the home 
side. 


vs 
St George Saints 


COASTIES: 1. Matthew Collits, 2. Sean Matthews, 3. 
| Marous Steele, 4. Danny Buit, 5. Mitchell Daley, 6. Dane 
'Hokin, 7. Peter Preston, 8. Adam Peatey, 9. Damien Smith, 
10. Mick Williams, 11. Karl Freeman, 12. Peter Leary, 13. 
Peter Ritchie, 14. Andrew Clark, 15, Pat Bradley, 22. 
Datten Moore, Coach: Dale Eagleton 

SAINTS: 4. Stacy Alogdellis, 2. Mark Batiamis, 3. Nick 
Boliantitis, 4, Angelo Petratos, 5. Max Sevares, 6. Spyros 
Kladis, 7. George Maglis, 8. Joshua Rufo, 9. Achilieas 
Markopoulos, 11) John Fotiadis, 12, Fabio Macolino, 13. 
Nabil Codmani, 14. Steven Papadopoulos, 15. Nick 
| Mandic, 16. Simon Verrender, 17, Manny Spanoudakis, 18. 
Sal Zullo, 19. Mladen Damjanovic, 21. Brad Campbell, 22. 
John Christou, Coach: Manny Spanoudakis 


CENTRAL COAST COASTIES ARE PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 


Central Coast Leagues Club 


Sutherland Sharks 


VS 


—_ Bankstown City Lions 


KIC! 
VENUE: Seymour 


fter a slow start to the 
season, Sutherland 
has seemingly turned 


the corner, posting their first 
win against St. George and 
holding the league leader’s 
Bonnyrigg to a 1-0 Scoreline. 

With the game at Seymour 
Shaw, Coach Billy McColl is 
confident his side can bring 
the Lions unstuck with a blend 
of tough defence and some 
hard running forwards. If 
Bankstown is to mount a run 
for the Top Five, they must 
beat the Sharks, but on their 
recent form that could be easi- 
er said than done. 


FF: 7pm & 5pm, Saturday 12 January 2002 
aw Park, The Boulevarde, Miranda 


SQUA 
SHARKS: 1. Dennes Olla, 2, Peter Fechan, 3. Alen Stajcic, 
4. David O'Han, 5. Ben Short, 6. Dean Heffernan, 7. Jamie 
Danaskos, 8. Monte Prrengie, 9. Alex Pfrengle, 40. Steve | 
Cklamovski, 11. Kris Karanasos, 12. Dean Spresian, 13. 
Ambrose Mancia, 14. Andy Watts, 15. Colin McAusland, 
16. Kire Josevski, 17. Bill Petrovsk(, 20. Sam LaMacchia, 
21. Mitchell Blowes, Coach: Billy McColl. 

LIONS: 1, Zlatko Josevski, 2. Sefer Yildiz, 3. Richard 
Luksic, 4. Bryan Raeburn, 5. Anthony Kanaan, 6. Paul 
Wearne, 7. George Issa, 8. Robert Issa, 9, Goce Trposki, 
10. fain MacDonald, 14, Alex Trpkoski, 12, At 
Mammoliti 13. Saso Boskovski, 14. Freddy Umi, 
Damien Luksio, 18. Colin Luff, 17. Steven Dimitrievski, 4 


SUTHERLAND SHARKS are proudly sponsored by Pipe King, Bezzina’s Development, 
Caltex, Howard Water Proofing, Knock-out Shoes, Realco Glass and Aluminium, 


Man-Lin-Wah Restaurant 


Penrith Panthers 


VS 


Blacktown City Demons 
KICK-OFF: 7pm & 5pm, Saturday 12 January 2002 


VENUE: Andrews Road Fiel 


he Panthers are no 

easy beats and seem to 

grow an extra leg at 
home these days. 

They held the lead against 
Parramatta last week but were 
run down late in the second 
half showing enough to sug- 
gest that they will be more 
than a handful for the Demons 
this weekend. Blacktown 
Coach Brian Brown was an 
interested spectator _ at 
Andrews Road last week and 
is confident he has a strategy 
to dent the hard running 
Panthers and start the 
Demons’ push back into the 
Top Five. 


Andrews Road, Penrith 


SQUADS 
PANTHERS: 1.Chad Taylor, 2. Jon Hawkins, 3. Chris 
Giometti, 4. Glenn Mellak, 5. Ben Wright, 6, Daniel Wells, 7. 
Dave Gardiner, 8; Pau! Marosevic, 9. Rod Hutchinson, 10. 
Osvaldo El All, 11, Luke O'Connell 42, Christian Lima, 13. 
Jason Sciberras, 14. Wayne Berrigan, 15. Danny Hinton, 
47. Shane Hammond, 18. Gustavo Orcajo, 20. Tim 
‘O'Gonnell, 24, Ryan Noble, 25. Marty, McCaffery, 26. Luke 

Boyd, 24. Kut) Van Arkkels, Coach: Tony Rassmussen 
DEMONS: 1. John Crawiey, 2 Paul Yates, 3. Damien Foxe, 
4. Peter Sermanni, 5. Ben Willard. 6. Damon Langan, 7. 
Paul Dee, 8. Darren iocca, 9. Kain Rastall. 10. Naoki 
Jin Nikas, 12: Zlaiko Donev, 18. Steve Riches, 
Mark Hagger, 16. Patrick Gat, 17. 
me ODonell, 19. Chad Lewis, 20. 

‘Brian Brown 


PENRITH PANTHERS ARE PROUDLY SPONSORED By Panthers World of Entertainment, 
Allied Pickfords Business Relocations, Prospect Credit Uniqn, Wizard Home Loans, Soul 


Sports, Bonus Plus (Panth 


, Panthers World of Entertainment), Penrith Pr 


World of Entertainment), Panakottis Pizta Pasta (Main Lobby, 
s, Hawkesbury Radio 89.7 


VS 


Leichhardt Tigers 


KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, Saturday 12 January 2002 
VENUE: West Belconnen Sports Ground, Hardwick Crescent, Holt (ACT) 


elconnen stretched 
their unbeaten run 
to six games with a 


2-2 draw at Fairfield last 
Saturday night. 

Striker Steve Lazzari 
again got himself on the 
scoresheet and his match up 
against the Tigers’ new boy. 
in Derek Poimer will be one 
to watch. The Blue Devils 
only have a fifty percent 
winning record this season at 
home and Coach Lino 
Fiorese knows this game is a 
must win if they are to con- 
tinue a charge towards the 
Top Three. 


BLUE DEVILS: 1. Anthony Giannasc 
Popovich, 3. Matihew Cachia, 4. Elliot Zwe 
Purdue, 6. Shane Lyons, 8. Michael K 
Lazzar, 10. Daniel Macor, 11. David Arai 
Mauro, 13. Stewart Camara, 
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NRITH PANTHERS and moving up the ladder, “I dropped Leo for the 
have welcomed back — , which meant than the Sutherland match after an 
Danny Hinton to their i Lions’ first grade squad ordinary game against 
squad after missing the start spent most of their time on Blacktown, but since then he 
of the 2001/2002 season due ‘ : ; the training paddock. has trained the house down 
to family commitments, 4 : ‘ Tt was the same with last and I have been impressed by 
After finishing third in = week's combatants his attitude and professional- 
the 1999 Gold Medal to Jim Blacktown City who also ism since. 
Nikas, by his own admission worked hard during the Oooo 
Hinton had a lean season in ° : two-week layoff, training UTHERLAND Coach 
the inaugural Premier twice each week under J Billy McColl gave his 
League in 2000/2001, but he : Coach Brian Brown. The side a mixed festive period, 
has returned with much : Demons also played a trial giving his players some 
enthusiasm and is added against. NSL side much needed time off, but 
onus for Panthers’ Coach Parramatta Power on the also electing to train a cou- 
Tony Rassmussen, : : Saturday before Christmas, ple of nights per week in 
Hinton has —_been which was a good hitout for expectation of the Sharks’ 
impressed with the attitude ba : | the team. tough January campaign. 
of the new youthful s ’ ‘| — “We lost 4-0," said After breaking their duck 
Panthers, and is keen to add ‘ Brown, “but we had some — against St. George in Round 
some experience to the chances and it wasn’t until Eight, the Sharks will be 
‘squad to allow them to con- late in the game that wecon- more than nuisance value to 
finue to develop. ceded some goals, but over- any side expecting an easy 
Rassmussen has been con- i all I have been extremely time of things. 
cerned with his striking happy with our efforts dur- Ooo 
depth, and sees Hinton as a a, ing the break.” Brown is JOR to Round Nine, 
great bonus to fill the void i also expected to make a while most of the atten- 
and will work well with his gy decision this week on ex- tion this season has been on 
existing strikers Rod re NSL midfielder Mike Smith’ the. Premier League strikers, 
Hutchinson and Tim . who is approaching full fit- spare a thought for some of 
O'Connell ce ie ness. ‘ the goalkeepers who are also 
Holiday boy Ben Wright 3 900% enjoying a ‘purple patch’ in 
is still overseas enjoying the JONTRARY to specula- form. When it comes to Melissa Ollier and Peter Preston pictured here 
good life, but the Panthers New Leichhardt Tiger, Derek Poimer. tion, NSW and counting cleansheets, there  C@/ebrating Peter's Gold Medal win in 1999, had a 
expect him back shortly. ; FAIRFIELD BULLS’ mid- are a number of goalkeepers narrow escape from the raging bushfires. 
‘Adding to the Panthers? Nd Peter’s mother Carol hours, but thankfully all fietger Leo Carle is still an who are starting to rack up way with four cleansheets while Frank — Mikuletic 
squad depth is the return of #4 @ pretty scary Xmas arrived home safely. integral past of Coach Cyaig some healthy numbers at this from eight starts, followed by notched his three all in suc- 
Glenn Meilak. Meilak has PAY: . 2492 Sharpley’s 2001/2 premier- early stage of the season. five players Gach with 3 clean- cessive weeks against 
been out since the Panthers’ ‘They travelled to Peter’s ARRAMATTA ship campaign. ut of the twelve teams, sheets, Anthony Giannasca Sutherland, Canterbury and 
Jast pre-season trial against Drother’s house at EAGLES will hold their "According to Sharpley, only foursideshave not kepta (Belconnen), John Crawley the Central Coast, Other goal- 
Fairfield Bulls. Luddenham to have a fami- annual elections for office rymours surrounding Carle's clean sheet and they just hap- (Blacktown City), Frank keepers to make an impact 
990% ly Xmas dinner and get bearers this coming Sunday Gropping to the under 19s for pen to be the bottom four Mikuletic (Fairfield Bulls), “Mnclude Central Coast goul- 
EICHHARDT TIGERS —‘08ether and had to evacu- (13th) having called for nomi- the game against Sutherland, sides, Canterbury, Penrith, St. David Aceski (Bonnyrigg keeper Darren Moore with 2 
have signed Derek %¢ the house because of nations exactly one week eat are exactly that, rumours, and George and Sutherland. WE) and Andrew Crews and Zlatko Josevski with one, 
Poimer, He made his debut in Pushfires. lier on Sunday morning at 10. he has been more than OF the other eight, (Leichhardt Tigers). Of these Over the remaining weeks of 
afriendly against Bankstown _, Ahouseabout 100metres ‘The president, Doris impressed with the way Carle Parramatta Eagles’ skipper players Aceski is cut for the the season, we will keep you 


tivo Sundays ing ing long the road was burnt to Drewery, who took over from has been playing and training. Jason Holmes is leading the season with a broken leg updated as to their progress, 
Rr vintome Tigers = the ground and they had to acting President Frank Sant in Ha gu all eR a tile IRSA AM a: prog 


‘The club has parted compa- sit in the car surrounded by 1997 and John Comito, the 
ay with Zoki Adioski. flames and smoke for about Secretary, will be up for re- 
Appeal Adan NH wali he all on — Olympic 
lay sa striker but Coach | “eat ‘The Melita club has always ~ 
Les De Celis could not. When they returned to been democratic and annual 

the house luckily it was elections are often strongly 
undamaged but everything contested. 
around was burnt to a cin- $006 © 
eeeereS der; In trying to go back to ANKSTOWN CITY 
Fa ove CENTRAT « e Ceaeal Cont fies Dl oD pn ie aa mai ob 
"1 F rive through flames and clubs that had a tough fes- x 
former NSW Per of the thck smoke and do along tive season. New Coach KICK-OFF: 7pm & Spm, Saturday 12 January 2002 


detour. Ljube Jancey is working on VENUE: Serbian Centre, 13 Simpson Road, Bonnyri 
Sie eee fiancée Usual hour and a hall's a new ‘aftacking” strategy in ‘ P : yas 


Meliss, their son Jordan Journey ‘took over three a bid to get the side firing O: the most supreme optimist 


accommodate him with so 
many strikers at his disposal 
now. 


jwould give the Berries any 


chance in this one, but 


NEW SOUTH WALES } |] ecaertneensrn 


i not a good form line given that Your 

5 meeting the undefeated league leaders. 

REMIER LEAGUU | Bese 

be rushed back into the Berries’ starting 

side following a back injury, which 

forced his withdrawal from the St 
George game. 

Bonnyrigg were a little rusty against 
Sutherland last week, but still managed a 
1-0 win to remain undefeated after nine 
rounds. Tayfun Devrimol, Fernando 
Greco and Michael Hawrysiuk are all 
back following lengthy injury/suspen- 
sion layoffs giving the White Eagles’ 
squad some extra depth. 


ma | EE 


Olympic Airways & Meraklis Tailors 
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By Ray Sandell 


he Coasties have been 
around since 1982 when 
they were formed by the 
Central Coast Soccer 
| Association as their representa- 
tive team, 
The club originally played in 
the Northern NSW competition 
and had minor success but in 1989 


policy has been to promote the 
local young soccer players and in 
this area they have been very suc- 
cessful. 

The youth teams won promo- 
tion to the Super Youth competi- 
tion in 1999 after strong perfor- 
mances in Ist Division and whilst 
having to play against much 
stronger Sydney based clubs have 
always performed competitively 
and will be one of the clubs repre- 

sented in the new 
Premier Youth 
League competi- 
tion to commence 
in 2002. 

The club has pro- 
duced many 
young players that 
have gone on to 
success in more 
senior grades of 
football. 

Jamie McMaster 
is now playing 
with Leeds United 
and has represent- 
ed England at 
under 17 and 19 
levels. 
Goalkeeper Jess 
Van Straten 
played in the 
under 17 Joeys 
team in 1999, and 
everybody will 
remember his fan- 
tastic perfor- 
mance in the Final 
against Brazil, 
when the Aussies 


went down on | 


penalty kicks. 
After a short peri- 


One of best young players in NSW, 
Central Coast's Dane Hokin. 


applied for entry to the NSW 
Federation and were placed in 3rd 
Division where they were runners 
up in both Ist and Under 19 
grades, They were immediately 
promoted to 2nd Division and in 
1992 were granted Ist Division 
status. 

Good performances over the 
next few years saw the club win 
the first grade premiership togeth- 
er with being runners up in both 
the Under 21 and Under 18 grades 
in 1995 and the next season they 
were promoted to the Super 
League. 

They performed consistently 
rather than exceptionally over the 
next five seasons and in 2000/1 
Were given a position in the new 
Premier League Summer Soccer 
‘competition. 

Wherever possible the club’s 


‘od with Northern 
Spirit, Jess signed 
a contract with the 
mighty Juventus of Italy, 

Another young Coastie goalie, 
Jacob Rex, has followed Jess’s 
path and was chosen to play for 
the Joeys in the last under 17 
World Cup and also has a big 
future ahead of him. 

Former Coasties’ players such 
as Glenn Sprod, Andrew Clark, 
Damien Brown, Jason Holmes 
and present assistant coach 
Andrew Ollier have played, or are 
still playing, in the National 
League. 

Players such as Paul Roberts, 
Shane Knight, Peter Preston, 
Darren Moore and the rising new 
star, Dane Hokin, have all been 
selected to represent the State in 
Various senior teams, 

Over the past few seasons suc- 
cess has come to the under 21 and 
under 19 teams, who were Minor 


Premiers and beaten grand final- 
ists respectively in the 2000 Super 
League competition. 

The present Premier League 
season sees the under 19 perform- 
ing very strongly. 

Apart from Dane Hokin young 
players to look out for in the 
future are Peter Leary and Matt 
Collits from the present first grade 
squad and most of the current 
under 19 team under the captaincy 
of Marc Falzon, winner of last 
season’s NSW Federation “Under 
19 player of the year" award. 

Whilst speaking of awards the 


CENTRAL COAST 


Ce Teed 


club has won the "Fair Play 
Award" five times in the past ten 
years, twice in Ist Division, twice 
in Super League and last year in 
the inaugural Premier League. In 
1999, Peter Preston was awarded 
the Federation’s "Player of the 
Year Gold Medal” in Superleague 
and in last year’s Premier League 
Darren Moore was elected 
"Goalkeeper of the Year". 

Tn 1998 the club decided that 
their future was being held back 


by retaining their representative 
status with the Central Coast 
Soccer Association, and decided 
to form an incorporated company 
in its own right and so the Central 
Coast Coasties Soccer Club was 
bom. 

The club remains an affiliated 
member of the Association and 
still plays on the Association's 
ground at Pluim Park, Lisarow 
that is also the CCSA’s headquar- 
ters. 

The club has a small, but 

exceptionally hard working man- 
agement team led by long serving 
Chairman Geoff Eggleton, 
. They are also very lucky to 
have a very experienced club sec- 
retary in Joe Spiteri who knows: 
the local soccer scene as well as 
anybody. 

Financial Director, Suzanne 
Isaac-Cole, is employed in the 
banking industry and is therefore 
fully qualified to look after the 


* club's finances, 


Last winter season the club, for 
the first time, entered girls youth 
and women’s teams in the 
Federation competitions and a sub 
committee was formed under the 
leadership of Christine Hornery 
and so gave the club a coverage of 
all aspects of the code, 

The club’s present coach, Dale 
Eggleton, played over 300 games 
for the club in the nineties, and 
remarkably all were in first grade, 
and is a ‘Coastie Legend’. 


Abe 


Jess Van Stratten 
(Juventus) 


Together with Andrew Ollier, 
who played nearly 200 games, 
they are both learning their coach- 
ing trade but, being well known in 
the CentrafCoast area, and in the 
Soccer fraternity generally, have 
been able to geta number of expe- 
rienced players to sign up for the 
club this year, has 

Under 19 Coach John 
McLafferty has been with the club: 
a number of years handling the 
young players and is the quiet 
achiever of the coaching staff. 

Head Coach Eggleton is ecstat- 
ic at the number of young players 
that have come through the 
Coasties’ ranks over the years and 


< PLum 


a 


entral Coast — 


Jamie McMaster 
(Leeds United) 


haye gone on to much higher suc- 
cK 

He is of the opinien that the 
present crop of junior and youth 
talent playing for the club will add 
even more players to this already 
impressive list. 

He adds," The club can look 
forward to the future with plenty 
of hope and enthusiasm, 

Playing at this level of soccer 
affords the young players of both 
the Central Coast and Newcastle 
regions the opportunity to play in 
the second highest league in the 
country and go on to much greater 
things.” 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Lei hhardt Tigers 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIRST GRADE 
ST GEORGE SAINTS ..... 1. CANT-M’VILLE OLYMPIC ....1 


(Jade Permall 44m) (Con Paradisis 91 pen) 


PENRITH PANTHERS ....1 PARRAMATTA EAGLES .... . 2 
(Rod Hutchinson 48m) (Jim Bakis 60m, Geoff Dwyer 72m) 


FAIRFIELD BULLS .......2 BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS .2 


(Jason Connolly 55m/75m) Z (Daniel Camara 76m, Steve Lazzari 85m) 


BONNYRIGG WE ........1 SUTHERLAND SHARKS ....0 


(Shane Knight 81m) 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS ....4 CENTRALCOAST ......... 0 


(Steve Karavatakis 32m/90m, Sam La Rocca 46m, 
Derek Poimer 77m) 


BANKSTOWN CITY . 4 BLACKTOWN CITY ......-. 3 
(Anthony Kanaan 42m pen, Colin Luft ‘48m/56m, (Naoki Imaya 10m, Steve Riches 39m, 
Goce Trposki 80m) Kain Rastall 55m) 


UNDER 19 
FAIRFIELD BULLS.......3 BELCONNENBD .......... 2 
BONNYRIGG WE ........3 SUTHERLAND SHARKS ....1 
PENRITH PANTHERS ....2 PARRAMATTA EAGLES ..’.. « 
BANKSTOWN CITY ...... 2 BLACKTOWNCITY ... 
LEICHHARDT TIGERS....1 CENTRAL COAST ......... 
ST GEORGE SAINTS VS CANT-M’VILLE - NO RESULT 


See SEF Blacktown’s Pat Gatt (rigi 
uko Tomasevic models Bonnyrigg's new attention to Robbie Gomez of Bonnyrigg 
whe SIE: White Eagles. 
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JANUARY 15-24, 2002 
VALENTINE SPORTS PARK, GLENWOOD 
HOME OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES SOCCER FEDERATION 


TEAM A 


MATCHNO:KICKOFFTIME POOL DATE POOL TEAM A= 
1 : K Samoa Pst Jan x “AUSTRALIA 
A Solomon Is 21st fan A Cooks: | 
A Tonga 2istJan A Samoa 
3 E 8 PNG 4 2istjan 2B E B Vanuatu 
4 5 8 Vanuatu 1 2istjan 24 x 8 N. Zealand ‘ 
1 15th Jan 5 5:45 8 ijt New Zealand 1 2st Jan oo 6:00 B ASamoa Fiji 
1 Toth jan 6 6100 ry Samoa Solomon ts, t 2nd jan 2 2:00 11th Gth placed Local Youth Si 
1 Toth Jan 4 4:00 A Tonga Cook tshands Pool & 
6th jan A AUSTRALIA Bye 1 2nd jan 28 4:00 sivioth sth placed 3th placed 
2 Téth Jan A B A.Samoa New Zealand Pool A Pool B 
2 16th Jan Q B Fiji New Caledonia 1 22nd Jan 29 6:00 Sia 3rd placed 4th placed 
2 ‘6th Jan 10 B PNG Vanuat Pool A Pool B 
17th Jan DAY. 2 20nd jan 30 200 SIE 3rd placed th placed 
2 18th jan if A ‘Cook Is. AUSTRALIA Pool B Pool A 
2 Toth Jan 12 A Tonga Samoa 2 22nd jan 3 4:00 SIF 2 Ist placed 2nd placed 
Toth jan A Solomon ts. Bye Pool A Pool B 
1 Tath Jan 13 B PNG Fiji z 22nd jan 32 6:00 SFA Ist placed 2nd placed 
1 18th jan an B N. Zealand Vanuatu ste Pool & Pool A 
1 Toth Jan 5 8 N, Caledonia A. Samoa 23rd jan REST DAY oe 
1 19th jan 16 x Solomon is, Tonga 
1 159th Jan a? A AUSTRAUA Samoa 
19th Jan A Cook ls, Bye. : 
2 19th fan 18 B Vanuatu Fiji NOTE: THE FINAL DAY OF MATCHES IS ON THE 24TH OF JANUARY 2002 
2 19th Jan 19 8 A,Samoa PNG DETAILS WILL BE RELEASED SHORTLY 
a 19th Jan 20 8 N. Caledonia _New Zealand 
20th Jan DAY 


FREE 


CATALOGUE 


Speed 


Agility Quickness 


World-renowned Soccer 
Training Programmes 


now in Australia 
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Supplier to NSW. 
Soccer Federation. 
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By Claire Killeen 


Sharks’ faithful predicted would be a 

white wash, the end score line and the 
resolve of certain/ Sharks’ players held 
the Bonnyrigg White Eagles at bay until 
the final 10 minutes. 

The Saturday night encounter showed the 
negative effects of the Christmas break with 
the usually elusive White Eagles lacking the 
consistency and scoring ability which has 
seen them rise to be competition leader’s 
and remain undefeated. 

The White Eagles were camped inside the 
Sharks’ half in the first set of 45 minutes 
with Bonnyrigg goalkeeper Ivan Necevski 


I: a game that even the Sutherland 


Great news for Premier League fans. 
Fernando Greco returned to the 
Bonnyrigg squad on the weekend after a 
Jong injury lay-off. 


touching the ball a mere three times in the 
45 minutes! 

Though the White Eagles were below 
their best, the Sharks were good in defence, 
particularly when they defended for the 
majority of the game. Goalkeeper Mitchell 
Blowes enhancing his reputation as one of 
the best outside the National League. 

The only goal of the game came in the 
81st minute. With the White Eagles probing 
all night it seemed only a matter of time 
when the goal would be scored. Vuko 
Tomasevic fired the ball towards the direc- 
tion of goal only to find Blowes, who dived 
to the right to stop the ball. Yet, Shane 
Knight followed up taking the rebound and 
slotting it in for a White Eagles’ goal and 
victory, 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 (Shane 
Knight 81st m) 
) Sutherland Sharks 0 i 


Bonnyrigg: Necevski, Utjesenovic, 
Huseyin, Tomasevic, Kyriazopoulos, 
Knight, Harding, Bradley, Ghisso, 
Aschner, Gomez Subs: Greco, 
Hawrysiuk, Devrimol, Dragas, Mandic 
Sutherland: Blowes, Feehan, Stajcic, | 
O'Han, Short, Danaskos, A. Pfrengle, 
Karanasos, Mancia, — Josevski, | 
Petrovski Subs: M.  Pfrengle, | 
Cklamovski, Moffit, Olla 

Referee: Greg Leverton 

Assistant Referees: Peter Apostolou | 
& Amelia Morris 

4th Official: Ken Sharp 


Cant-M'ville Olympic 1 
@ stGeorge Saints 1 


By Paul Goodwin 


anterbury-Marrickville can count 
Cm very fortunate to have left 

St George Stadium on Friday night 
with a -point after a stoppage time penalty, 
harshly given in the opinion of many observers, 
allowed them to snatch a 1-1 draw against St 
George who had outplayed them for most of 
the game. 

A weakened St George put on most of the first 
half pressure and continued to dominate in the 
second half against a lacklustre opponent. 

The Saints took the lead in the 44th minute 
when Les Bihari failed to save for a third time 
after being able to thwart earlier efforts in a pow- 
erful St George raid. 

Newcomer, former Sydney Olympic youth 
team striker and St George junior, Jade Permall, 
was able to tuck the ball away for the all important 
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goal which gave his side a 1-0 advantage at the 
break. 

‘The Saints also had a second goal from Angelo 
Petratos disallowed, Petratos following up his ini- 
tial shot in the 39th, that had been pushed away by 
Bihari, with a header, but this second effort was 
adjudged to be offside. 

In the second period St George was desperately 
unlucky when Archie Markopoulos hit the cross- 
bar with a rasping volley. 

Canterbury, by contrast, did not threaten too 
often, perhaps their best chance coming from an 
Andy Amegashie cross from the left that substi- 
tuté Nihad Alemic scooped over the crossbar. 

‘Then came the crucial equaliser for the Berries. 

John Pillemer lifted the ball forward from just 
inside half way for the target man Amegashie to 
chase and with the Canterbury man jockeying to 
keep possession inside the St George box with his 
back to goal his attempted sharp turn and shot was 
thwarted by the defensive challenge of Archie 


By Greg Stock 


hat-trick by Daniel Macor helped 

secure the fifth consecutive victory for 

the Parramatta Eagles picked up a 
valuable three competition points in disposing 
of a plucky Penrith Panthers at Andrews 
Road Field on Saturday night. 

Without the services of regular striker 
Anthony Mondello, out with an injured foot, the 
Eagles’ forward line was more than up to the 
task, creating a number of second half chances to 
take the game. 

After an entertaining first half, it was the 
Panthers who took a surprise lead two minutes 
after the break when Rod Hutchison beat a host 
of Eagles’ defenders to turn in a Tim O'Connell 
cross. But rather than go on with the job, the 
Panthers went back into their collective shells 
allowing the visitors some space and possession, 
which led to their undoing. 

Jim Bakis scored the first Eagles’ goal in the 
60th minute when_he gave Penrith goalkeeper 
Chad Taylor no chance, peeling inside the penal- 
ty box and unleashing a right-footed drive. 

Twelve minutes later, midfielder Geoff Dwyer 
was Johnny on the spot when he met a Bakis 
cross from the left-hand side to calmly nod the 
ball into the top right hand comer, 

Tt was a disappointing end to the match for the 
home side who bravely took the match up to 
their more fancied opponents in the first 50 min- 
utes of the match. 

‘Tim O’Connell and Rod Hutchinson gave the 
Eagles’ defence a few headaches with their 
speed, while the cunning Osvaldo El Ali played 
his usual tricks in the centre of the park. 

But overall, the Eagles did just enough to hold 
the home side and finish the match the stronger 
of the two sides. 

Sweeper Mirko Jurilj was the standout per- 
former for the winners, who look set to chal- 
lenge for higher honours. 


Markopoulos. < 
In the opinion of referee Wayne Crabb that 
challenge was unfair and the official pointed to the 


* spot. Con Paradisis, reliable as ever, converted the 
stoppage time penalty and the Berries had sal- 


St George Saints 1 (J Permall 44m) 
Canterbury Marrickville 1 (C Paradisis 91m | 
Penalty) 

St George: Stacy Alogdellis, Angelo 
Petratos, Max Sevares, Spyros Kladi 
George Maglis (Mark Bariamis 70), Joshua 
Rufo (John Christou 63), Achilleas 
Markopoulos, Brad Campbell, Paulo Oliveira, | 
Mladen Damjanovic, Jade Permall (Nabil 
Codmani 66) 

Canterbury-Marrickville Olympic: Les 
Bihari, John Manolopoulos (Emmanuel | 
Papageorgiou 75), Mark D'Alessandro, 
Michael Kladis, Andy Amegashie, Con 
Paradisis, Mark Beldham (Angelo 
Markopoulos 60), Hussein Jomaa (Nihad 
Alemic 60), Aheleas Kotsopoulos, Anthony 
Ucchino, John Pillemer 

Cautions: Brad Campbell 28 (SG), Paulo | 
Oliveira 42 (SG), ‘Mladen Damjanovic 46 
(SG), Mark Beldham 45 (CMO), Aheleas 
Kotsopoulos 45 (CMO), Michael Kladis 75 
(CMO) 

Referee: Wayne Crabb 

Assistants: Andrew Kay and Heidi Breeze 
Fourth Official: Wayne Spagnol 


© 


Parramatta Eagles’ striker Jim Bakis 
scored his 7th goal of the season in 
Melita’s 2-1 win against Penrith. 
Penrith Panthers 1 (Hutchinson 48') - 

| Parramatta Eagles 2 (Bakis 60’ Dwyer 
b 72’) | 
| Penrith Panthers: Chad Taylor, Chis | 
| Giometti, Danny Wells, Paul Marosevic, 
Rod Hutchinson, Osvaldo El Ali (Martin | 
McCaffery 67’), Luke O'Connell, Jason | 
Sciberras, Tim O'Connell, Ryan Noble jj 
(David Gardiner 75’), Luke Boyd (Danny | 
Hinton 83’) 
Parramatta Eagles: Jason Holmes, 


) Meilak, Mark Reveley, Mirko Jurilj, Daniel | 
Kukucka (Daniel Borg 68’), Jim Bakis | 
(Ben Delicata 85’), Glenn Sprod, Paul 
O'Gra Geoff Howarth, 

Cummin: 

Cautions: El Ali (pp) 21' Giometti (pp) 42” 
Meilak (pe) 43 Howarth (pe) 57’ Dwyer 
(pe) 73° 

Referee: Mark Hester 

Assistant Referees: David Finlay and 
Damian Wanstall 

Fourth Official: Robert Kofler 


vaged their first point in six outings. 

The lone point was more than Canterbury real- 
ly deserved on the night and their opponents 
would have felt hard done by after a very spirited 
effort that should have allowed them to draw level 
with Sutherland at the bottom, instead of remain- 
ing two points adrift. 


Olympic’s Con Paradisis scored the 
equalizer with a 91st minute penalty. 


© Fairfield 


© Belconnen BD 


By Nick Guoth 


lhe Belconnen Blue Devils came back 

from a two goal deficit to draw 2-2 with 

a tough Fairfield Bulls’ side at Nineveh 
Field. Jason Connolly was the hero and the vil- 
lain for the Bulls netting twice before conced- 
ing the tying goal with just five minutes left. 

The first half saw the visitors dominate, pep- 
pering the Fairfield goal yet unable to penetrate 
owing to some fine defence and good keeping 
from Frank Mikuletic. Daniel Camara and Elliot 
Zwangobani each had shots tipped over whilst 
Michael Katz should have done better with his 
two opportunities, both of which were well held 
by the ‘keeper. At the other end Matthew Borg and 

Marc Hoenselaars were not working together 
and the smothering defence of the Blue Devils 
picked them off easily. 

A lashing at the break from Craig Sharpley 
helped inspire his troops and Fairfield went on the 
offensive. From a corner on the left after just ten 
minutes the ball fell sweetly to Connolly. His first 
time volley rocketed past everyone giving Tony 
Giannasca no chance, 


Scorer of Belconnen’s first goal was 
Daniel Camara. 


By Ray Sandell 


| eichhardt continued their pre Xmas good 


form with a comfortable 4-0 win over a dis- 

‘appointing Central Coast team at Lambert 
Park on Sunday night. The first thirty minutes was 
a pretty even affair with both teams having 
chances to’open the scoring. 

As early as the fourth minute Peter Preston made a 
run down the right hand side and put a perfect cross to 
the waiting Damien Smith only to see his header 
scrape the top of the crossbar. Two minutes later 
Leichhardt gained a comer and a low shot from Steven 
Livingstone forced Matt Collits, in the Coasties” goal, 
to make a good save low down near the post. 

Ten minutes later the Tigers made a break and Ross 
Kethel received the ball in the penalty area but his shot 
from six metres went sailing over the bar when he 
only had Collits to beat. Dane Hokin then sent an inch 
perfect clearance to Karl Freeman who flicked on to 
Smith and his low shot was well saved by Andrew 
Crews, 

Leichhardt were starting to get on top and it was no 


Bulls 2 


2 


‘Ten minutes on, Fairfield had a goal disallowed 
when referee Vic Gauci ruled that Giannasca had 
been kicked in the arm whilst holding the ball. Yet 
it was only another ten before they did get the sec- 
ond. A long shot from Andy Ravanello was not 
cleared allowing Connolly to send a delicate chip 
over the scrimmage and into an empty net. 

The second goal awoke the Blue Devils and 
within a minute they were back in the game. A 
long ball out from the defence was chested down 
by Camara and his shot from just outside the box 
stranded Mikuletic sliding inside the near post. 
With defenders being replaced by attackers, the 
Blue Devils went all out to get a result and when 
Giannasca sent a towering kick downfield, 

Connolly totally mis-judged the ball, allowing 
it to bounce. Camara nipped in to head the ball 
towards an unmarked Steve Lazzari and with his 
first touch of the game he sent home a volley on 
the turn to tie up the proceedings. 


Fairfield Bulls 2 (Jason Connolly 55, 75) 
Belconnen Blue Devils 2 (Daniel Camara 
76, Steve Lazzari 85) 


FAIRFIELD BULLS Frank Mikuletic, 
Matthew Dihm, Paul Bourke, Paul 
Richardson (Pat Darvill 88), Ray Younis, 
Stewart Van Bentum (Adam Snyder 80), 
Marc Hoenselaars, Matthew Borg, Tom 
Maric, Andrew Ravanello, Jason Connolly 
BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS Anthony 
Giannasca, Toplica Popovich, Matthew 
Cachia (Steve Lazzari 82), Elliot 
Zwangobani, Shane Lyons, Michael Katz 
(Nic Purdue 73), Daniel Macor, Stewart 
Camara, Adrian Dowling, Stephen Kemp 
(David Arranz 67), Daniel Camara 
Referee: Vic Gauci 

Assistants: Michael Johnson and Les 
Spagnol 

Fourth Official: Jim Barnes 

Cautions: Stewart Van Bentum (FB) 41, 
Andrew Ravanello (FB) 71, Ray Younis 
(FB) 92, Elliot Zwangobani (BBD) 92 


Leichhardt Tigers 4 
Central Coast 


0 


Leichhardt Tigers 4 (Steve Karavatakis 
82m/90m, Sam La Rocca 46m, Derek 
Poimer 77m) . 
Central Coast Coasties 0 


LEICHHARDT: Crews, Kethel, 
Livingstone, Galluzzo (Moric), 
Karavatakis, La Rocca, Brown, Falas (Lal) 
Jones, Tesoro, Poimer (Picken) 
COASTIES: Collits, Matthews, Steele 
(Binskin), Hokin, Preston, Peatey, Smith, 
Williams (Daley), Freeman (Beckler), 
Ritchie, Clark. 


Cautions: Hokin (CCC) 

Referee: Nick Asargiotis. 

Assistant Referees: Andrew Kay, Peter 
Verrender 

Fourth Official: Emie Horvath 


Bankstown City 
Blacktown City 


By Paul Goodwin 


lke words ‘seven goal thriller’ are often 

bandied about, but at Jensen Park on Sunday 

night few present would dispute that descrip- 
tion after a game the home side, Bankstown City 
Lions, won 4-3 against big guns Blacktown City 
‘Demons, hitting the lead for the first time in the 80th 
minute and running away with the game by the fin- 
ish. 


It all looked so different just 42 minutes into the 
match with Blacktown leading 2-0 from a 10th minute 
Naoki Imaya strike and another from defender Steve 
Riches in the 39th, Imaya had tuned sharply in the box 
and found the net nicely after Jim Nikas had been 
thwarted by the ‘keeper who could only push the ball 
away. Riches swooped when a cross from Paul Dee was 
not collected cleanly by the Bankstown ‘keeper. 

What looked like becoming an easy win for the visi- 
tors was tumed on its head in the 42nd when Paul 
‘Weame was upended in the box by Damon Langan and 
‘Anthony Kanaan put away the penalty forthe Lions. 

Blacktown had begun the game full of fire and pur- 
pose and their passing game was superb, but after the 
break Bankstown showed similar commitment and were 
rewarded with an equaliser just three minutes after the 
restart. = 

George Issa and Anthony Kanaan combined on the 
right after giving Steve Riches the slip and from 
Kanaan's low cross Colin Luff was able to beat John 
Crawley with a stooping header. 

It took Blacktown only another seven minutes to 


Lions’ hero, Goce Trposki. 


surprise when Sam La Rocca sent over a great cross to 


Steve Karavatakis who coolly put the Tigers in front, ~ 


Leichhardt had the Coasties confined to their own half 
for the remainder of the first half but could not add to 
tlie score, Apart from the Karavatakis goal the back 
three of Hokin, Andrew Clark and Sean Matthews had 
been playing well for the Coasties but the midfield had 
been disappointing. 

During the break Coastie Coach Dale Eggleton 
made a number of changes, firstly substituting Marcus 
Steele with Aaron Binskin, dropped Peter Ritchie 
back to a sweeper position and moved Clark into mid- 
field. All was to no avail as within one minute of the 
restart Leichhardt were two goals ahead with a simple 
tap in by La Rocca following a good cross by new 
signing Derek Poimer. 

‘The Coasties seemed to lose shape and were find- 
ing the going very tough. Preston and Binskin, who 
were the wide runners, hardly saw the ball as they per- 
sisted in trying to go through the middle of the Tigers’ 
defence, but even if the ball did get to the strikers, 
Smith and Freeman, they were quickly closed down 
by the resolute play of the defenders. Midway through 
the second half Leichhardt put the result out of doubt 
when Karavatakis split the Coasties defence open, slid 
pass to Poimer who made it three nil with an easy tap 
in. Coasties were in disarray and Leichhardt looked 
rampant and with nearly the last kick of the game 
“Kara” scored his second to give the Tigers a con- 
vincing win. 

For Leichhardt it meant they stayed in second posi- 
tion in the competition but for the Coasties the rest of 


regain the lead, however, with Kain Rastall bursting 
through the centre of the Lions’ defence and slotting 
home with a low shot that had Zlatko Josayski appar- 
ently unsighted. 

Bankstown did not lie down and inside a minute Luff 
had restored parity. Picking up a ball from deep, Luff on 
the left ventured into the box and beat the advancing 
Crawley at the near post with a delightful chip into the 
top right comer of the net. Robert Angievski was inject- 
ed into the Lions’ attack soon after this and made his 
presence felt with some great runs and passes, but he 
also found himself in scoring positions several times, 
two of them sitters, but could not finish. 

Bankstown continued to take the game to Blacktown 
and gave their coach Ljube Jancev a wonderful first win 
since taking over recently, the prized scalp of 
Blacktown, when Goce Trposki got his head to a 
superbly flighted Alex Trpkoski free kick out on the left 
touchline, It was a cross of some precision and a finish 
worthy of such a key fixture. 

So dominant was Bankstown in the closing stages 
that they also eared a penalty in the 88h when 
Angievski was brought down by Dee, but, surprisingly, 
Angievski was given the task of taking the spot kick 
himself against his old club and scuffed his shot tamely 
at Crawley. 


Bankstown City Lions 4 (Anthony Kanaan |) 
42m pen, Colin Luff 48m/56m, Goce Trposki 
80m) 

Blacktown City Demons 3 (Naoki Imaya 
10m, Steve Riches 39m, Kain Rastall 55m) 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS: Zlatko Josevski, 
Sefer Yildiz, Richard Luksic, Anthony Kanaan 
(Robert Angievski 56), Paul Weame (Damien 
Luksic 77), George Issa, (Steven Dimitrievski 
65), Goce Trposki, Alex Trpkoski, Freddy 
Umiil, Colin Luff, Dong-Ki Kim, 
BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS;— John 
Crawley, Ben Willard, Damon Langan, Paul 
Dee, Kain Rastall, Naoki Imaya, Jim Nikas, 
Zlatko Dorfv (Mark Hagger 66), Steve 
Riches, David Reid, Patrick Gatt (Peter 
Sermanni 78). 

Cautions: Damon Langan 42 (BCD) Richard 
Luksic 83 (BCL) Paul Dee 88 (BCD) 
Referee: Simon Przydacz 

Assistants: Adrian Tamplin and Marc 
Nemorin, 

Fourth Official: Jim Nicolaou 


the season looks like being one of. trying to improve 
“on their low position and finding a goal-scorer. 
Despite signing two new strikers this season goals still 
elude them and as well as they play if they can’t score 
goals they won’t win matches. 

One consolation for the Coasties was that the 2-1 
win by their under 19 team put them in top position in 
that competition. At least the youngsters are showing 
the “big boys” how to do it!! 2 


Back in business — Steve Karavatakis of 
Leichhardt. 
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Juan Riquelme of Boca 


Juniors in action during the Copa Libertadores final match last year. 


Riquelme rules South America 


‘cuguayan mnews- 
paper El Pais 
conducted a poll 


to reveal South 
America’s best player of 
the year 2001: “King of 
the Americas”, 

‘Asa result, Boca Juniors’ 
midfielder Juan Roman 
Riquelme was named the 
best player of South 
America of 2001, overtak- 
ing Columbian national 
keeper Oscar Cordoba by 
29 votes. 

In 2000 Riquelme was 
also among the favorites 
for the title, but Romario, 
who this time was only the 
third, became the winner 
last year. Paraguayan inter- 
national Francisco Arce 
took the fourth place, with 
Gruzeiro’s Juan Pablo Sorin 
coming fifth, River Plate 
player Mario Yepes is the 
sixth. 

Real Madrid French mid- 
fielder Zinedine Zidane 
was named “Soccer King of 
Europe.” Riquelme will be 
symbolically crowned next 
month at a ceremony in the 
Uruguayan resort city of 
Punta del Este. 

"Soccer King of the 
Americas” results: 

1. Juan Roman Riquelme 
(Argentina) 88 votes. 

2. Oscar Cordoba 
(Colombia) 59, 

3. Romario de Souza 
(Brasil) 41, 

4, — Francisco 
(Paraguay) 39. 

5. Juan Pablo Sorin 
(Argentina) 37. 


Arce 


6. Mario —-Yepes 8. Alejandro Lembo 10. Juninho Paulista 
(Colombia) 36. (Uruguay) 29. (Argentina) 20. 

7. Ariel = Ortega 9. Mauricio Serra Andres D’Alenssandro 
(Argentina) 31. (Colombia) 27. (Argentina) 20. 


KATA EYES ENGLIS 


‘apanese star midfielder 
Hidetoshi Nakata, whose unin- 
spiring months at Italy’s crisis- 
club Parma have led to specula- 
tion about his transfer, says the 
English Premiership is on his mind. 

*[ don't know when but I want to go 
there at one time before I quit Soccer,” 
the 24-year-old icon of Asian football 
told foreign journalists during a visit last 
week for the wedding of his business 
associate, 

“London is all right,” he smiled, when 
asked which team he likes to follow. But 
he insisted he was talking about a place 
where he likes to be. 

Nakata, whose broad vision and prob- 
ing passwork made him the Asian Player 
of the Year twice and Japan's best export 
in football, may be aware of reports 
Chelsea are seeking to sign him up to 
boost their midfield attack. 

Another London club Arsenal along- 
side world-renowned Manchester 
United appear to have an interest in him 
as an embargo on transfer deals is to be 
lifted on Wednesday. 

He has yet to make an impact at Parma 
where his rocky ties with Japan's nation- 
al coach Philippe Troussier and the 
media have made for a bumpy ride ahead 
of the World Cup finals to be co-hosted 
by Japan and South Korea in June. 


He moved to Parma in a 26 million- 
dollar deal last July after helping AS 
Roma win Italy’s championship with 
important performances in the title run- 
in, 

But he admitted: “My team and myself 
are not doing so well right now.” 

When Parma, struggling near at the 
bottom of the Serie-A table, won their 
last match of the year at home on 
December 23 — 2-0 against Fiorentina 
— Nakata was kept on the bench all 
throughout for the third time this season. 

The team had to call in former nation- 
al coach Arrigo Sacchi as technical direc- 
tor to back Gedeone Carmignani who 
replaced Argentine Daniel Passarella as 
coach a week earlier. 

Nakata, who launched his overseas 
career in 1998 with Serie-A Perugia after 
Japan made their winless World Cup 
finals debut in France, said his move 
from the Eternal City’s ‘dolce vita’ had 
nothing to do with his play. 

“Basically, I prefer to stay home which 
ever town I live in,” said the former high 
school mathematics whiz kid who likes 
designer clothes and sports dyed hair. 

“Bult, at times when I happen to feel 
like going out, I feel there is something 
missing about Parma. But, still, it is not 
far from Milan.” 
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coring two goals 
Ss: the clash 

against Fulham 
and giving United title 
hopes Ryan Giggs last 
week asked Sir Alex 
Ferguson to stay at Old 
Trafford. 

“The success we have 
had under him, no other 
manager has ever had. 
We have enjoyed so much 
success, The players who 
have played under him 
would love him to stay on 
and | would definitely 


Alex Ferguson 


MOVE 


Hidetoshi Nakata: Seeks transfer to England. 


Giggs wants Fergie 
at Manchester Utd 


count myself as one of 
those,” said Giggs. 

Ferguson made no 
comments on that so far, 
Neither did  Uninted’s 
board. 

“We are used to win- 
ning. We have the experi- 
ence of going into the last 
part of the season being 
right up there. We have 
won the championship 
before and that is impor- 
tant. You need that expe- 
rience because teams will 
be taking points off each 
other and it’s important 
how you react,” said 
Giggs. 

Manchester has only 
three points to catch up 


with leaders Arsenal, 

Meanwhile, ~ the 
defense lin€ of the squad 
is Ferguson's number one 
problem. 

“Vd have been disap- 
pointed if we'd thrown it 
all away, We could Have 
finished them off. But 
there was carelessness on 
the ball and we gave it 
away at times, We have an 
uphill fight, 

You can see how open 
the league is and we can- 
not afford to make any 
mistakes, All the rest 
believe they have a fan- 
tastic chance and that is 
why it is such a fantastic 
season,” he told, 


HITZFELD IS 
EUROPE’S 
BEST COACH 


‘ournalists” from 
30 European 
countries last 
‘k elected Bayern 
Munich’s Ottmar 
Hitzfeld as the conti- 
nent’s coach of the 


year. 

The vote, carried out 
for the past 16 years on 
behalf of Uruguayan 
paper El Pais, saw 
Hitzfeld walk away with 
the top placing after 
Bsaety einer 5S: 
Intercontinental Cup, 
Champions League and 
German title wins. 

He also took the 
award in 1997 for win- 
ning the Champions 
League with Borussia 
Dortmund. Hitzfeld col 
lected 35 votes with 
Fabio ‘Capello of AS 
Roma*second on 26 and 
Liverpool's Gerard 
Houiller third on 14. 

In a vote for the best 
European XI the journal- 
ists polled by El Pais 
voted for French star 
Zinedine Zidane as their 
top man with 41 votes 
— one ahead of 
Liverpool and England 
forward Michael Owen 
and Zidane’s_ Real 
Madrid clubmate Raul 
third. 

Last year’s top-ranked 
star, Portugal and Real 
star Luis Figo, slipped to 
fourth. 


peculation about 
Marco van Basten’s 
return to football is 
continuing to grow in 
Holland. 

‘The former Dutch interna- 
tional striker told Radio 
Noord Holland that he will 
begin a KNVB (Dutch FA) 
course in professional foot- 
ball coaching in September. 

Van Basten played 58 
matches for the Netherlands 
and well exceeded the mini- 
mum of fourty that is 
required to take the KNVB 
course. 

This is the same path that 
long-serving internationals 
Ruud Gullit, Frank Rijkaard, 
Ronald Koeman and Johan 
Neeskens followed before 
taking up high-profile man- 
agerial positions. 

— 


manager 


him”. 


uyentus goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon 

has admitted that his side must step up 

a gear if they are to prevent Roma 
regaining the Scudetto. 

“They are the real problem,” he said. “I am 
afraid of Capello's team - Roma are physically 
and technically strong. They know how to win 
matches and they know how to win the title.” 

The Italy No | added that Serie A was more 
important to him than the Champions’ League 
and the World Cup. 

“[ imagine that 2002 will be full of emotion 
with such great competitions. But | must put 
the Scudetto first, I am focused on that now,” 
he said. 

And Buffon is confident that Juve are in 
good shape. “We showed we don’t need new 
players by demolishing Brescia 4-0 in our last 
game, I belieye we can go on from here,” he 
said, adding that the other big danger came 
from leaders Internazionale. 

“They are also a good side, even without 
Christian Vieri and 
Ronaldo. And you 
can’t forget that on 
the bench. they 
have players like 
Mohammed 
Kallon.” 

The goalkeeper is * 
keen to consign the first 

+ half of the campaign to the past, 
especially the 3-1 Champions’ League defeat 
to Arsenal. “I want to forget my mistakes, pat- 
ticularly the ones I made in London against 
Arsenal. That was the worst,” he said. 

“T made some great saves against Porto, 
Rosenborg and Bayer Leverkusen, leven made 
a good stop against Brescia, but nobody cared 

~ because we won 4-0.” 


@ roma 


Roma lie in second spot behind Inter, while * 


Juventus occupy fourth position. 


Marco Van Basten 


Van Basten did not com- 
ment on the criticism he had 
received from former Ajax 
Co Adriaanse. 
However he did say, “that’s 
no use, His words didn’t pro- 
duce a positive effect for 


enegal’s national soccer 
Urns codch Berserk 
boycott this month’s 


African Nations Cup in a row 
over bonuses for their unprece- 
dented World Cup qualification. 

Players’ spokesman Salif Diao 
told the West African country’s 
television news last Sunday that the 
Football Federation had decided to 
award each player a ‘derisory’ 10 
million CFA francs without the 
players’ agreement. 

“Today the federation agreed on 
a bonus without our agreement. We 
reckon that compared to what they 
will get, and the sponsorship, we 
are worth more than that,” said 
Diao, a defender with top-flight 
French club Sedan, 

“If this problem is not resolved, 
the public should not expect us to 
appear at the African Nations Cup.” 

Players have already received 10 
million CFA francs each from 
Senegalese President Abdoulaye 
Wade for snatching the country’s 


first ever spot at the World Cup 
finals, to be staged in Korea and 
Japan in 2002. 

Diao said members of the squad, 
who are all based in Europe, had 
encountered problems getting leave 
from their foreign clubs to return 
for national duty. 

“There are some players whose 
clubs are beginning to pay them 


less because they have been select- 
ed (for the national side),” he said. 

“The federation must live up to 
its responsibilities.” 

But Sports Minister Joseph 
Nong insisted the bonus had been 
agreed on in advance and was not 
negotiable. 

“The problem is simply agreeing 
on the 10 million which had indeed 


been agreed on before qualifica- 
tion. Now they (the players) con- 
sider that is too little,” Ndong told 
thé same news programme. 

“We must avoid getting into rais- 
ing bids.” % 

Ndong said he Would talk to the 
players to settle the issue before the 
continental tournament starts in 
neighbouring Mali on January 19. 


Two Afghan teams, Sabawoon and Miwand, pose for a group photo prior to a football finals match 
in Kabul on 25 December 2001. It was the first football match after the ousting of the-Taliban 
regime in Kabul in a tournament, called the Hindukush Cup, held in celebration of the Northern 


Alliance’s triumph over the Taliban. 


helsea’s Italian caoch, 

Claudio Ranieri admitted 

last week he is being driven 
crazy by his erratic Chelsea stars, 

‘The Blues chucked away a lead last 
week and crashed 4-2 against 
Southampton to their heaviest home 
defeat since March. 

And that left Ranieri sighing: 
“Crazy football, crazy Chelsea. It is so 
frustrating. 

“Frustrating not only for the players 
— but for me, the chairman and the 
fans, Everyone wants to win but there 
is no reason to this. The players make 
it difficult. They went 1-0 down, then 
equalised, then we were winning — 
and then we lost.” 

James Beattie was the hero for 
Southampton. 

He waded in with a goal double, 
while Marian Pahars and Chris 
Marsden also hit the target to boost 
Southampton’s chances of beating the 
drop and raise a question mark over 
Chelsea’s Champions League ambi- 
tions. 

Ranieri added: “After our win 
against Newcastle at the weekend, 
everybody wanted to win. 

“In the first half, we were running 
faster than the ball because everybody 
wanted to do something for the squad. 

“Then, in the second half, 
Southampton played very well and I 


wondered why we were only playing 
with the long ball. 

“But my philosophy won't change. 
I believe in work, work, work and 
training is important.” 

Prolific strikers Eidur Gudjohnsen 
and Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink hit the 
target for the stuttering Blues. 

But Saints boss Gordon Strachan 
hailed his own hitman — Beattie — 
for inspiring the St Mary’s side to 
only their second away win since the 
Scot took charge in October. 


Rudi Voller: May quit as 
Germany's coach. 
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Strachan said: “Beattie was phe- 
nomenal. He’s been like that recently. 
He’s a raw young boy who, after 
today’s performance, will get a bit of 
attention. 

“{t’s how he can handle it that mat- 
ters. He has a lot of-faults but a big 
heart and wants to get better. 

“I always thought we could get 
something out of the game but I’m 
surprised to have come here and 
scored four.” 


Claudio Ranieri: Frustrated, 


VOLLER THREATENS 
TO DUMP GERMANY 


ermany coach Rudi Voller 

will quit ahead of the 2006 

World Cup if he feels he is 
no longer the right man for the job, 
he told German daily Bild. 

The claim comes less than a month 
after Voller received a resounding 
vote of confidence and signed a con- 
fract extention until 2006. 

“Should I encounter any problems I 
will not be hanging on to my job come 
what may,” said the 41-year-old who 
came under fire during his side’s 
patchy qualification campaign for the 
2002 tournament. : 


“If we feel things are not working 
tight, I'll accept, the Consequences,” 
he conceded. 

“But I always look on the bright 
side and 1 think we'll have a good 
World Cup,” Voller predicted of the 
upcoming 2002 finals in South Korea 
and Japan. 

Should that be the case, Voller will 
certainly be saddled with the task of 
masterminding home hopes at the 
2006 event, which is hosted by 
Germany. 

4s 
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ATALANTA i 
CHIEVO VERONA 2 
hievo Verona fell behind to a 
fifth-minute goal from 
Atalanta midfielder Daniele 
Berretta after a superb set-up from 
playmaker Cristiano Doni. 


But Luigi Del Neri’s side drew 
level when Massimo Marazzina 
knocked home the rebound after 
Simone Barone’s shot had rattled out 
off the post. Federico Cossato then 
grabbed the winner with a clinical 
finish after good work from 
Congolese winger Jason Mayele. 


BOLOGNA 2 


BRESCIA 1 
Be recorded their eighth 
win of the season while sending 

Brescia to their seyenth league 
defeat. i 

‘The home side took the lead after 
11 minutes when Brescia defender 
Fabio Petruzzi headed the ball into 
his own net while trying to clear a 
Carlo Nervo shot that had smashed 
off the crossbar. 

Nervo needed no extra help in the 
30th minute as he struck home a yol- 
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Demetrio Albertini (right) of AC Milan and Max Tonetto of Lecce fight for the ball during a match in 


Lecce. AC Milan won 1-0. — 
ley from inside the box fora 2-0 lead 
before Brescia forward Luca Toni 


“pulled one back for the visitors three 


minutes from the break. 
FIORENTINA 1 
PERUGIA 3 


| Cesar slipped further into 
trouble with a 3-1 defeat at 
home to Perugia, who had 
Giovanni Tedesco sent off in the 
68th minute but still held on for 
their third straight win. 

Fiorentina took the lead through a 
Daniele Adani header after eight min- 
utes. Greek striker Zisis Vrysas lev- 
elled the score before a Marco Di 
Loreto header gave the visitors the 
lead in the 59th minute. Fabio Grosso 
completed the scoring with a 76th- 
minute free kick. i 


JUVENTUS 3 


UDINESE (') 
uventus took the lead through 
Gianluca Zambrotta after 15, 

minutes before Czech midfielder 

Payel Nedved made it 2-0 with a 

superb strike from 25 metres after 

cutting in from the right flank, 


Christian Vieri (right) of Inter 


Four minutes before the break, 
Dutch international midfielder Edgar 
Davids made it three with a neat fin- 
ish after being put free by Alessandro 
Del Piero. 

Juventus survived an early scare 
when Udinese were awarded a fifth- 
minute pénalty. But Roberto Muzzi, 
linked with a move te the Turin club, 
saw his weak shot saved by Juve 
“keeper Gianluigi Buffon, 


LECCE () 


AC MILAN 1 
eects header from 

paniard Jose Mari was 
enough to give AC Milan their 
eighth victory of the season on 
Saturday. 

Milan, without the injured Paolo 
Maldini, Rui Costa and Filippo 
Inzaghi, dominated possession in the 
first half but were unable to prise 
open the Lecce defence. 

Lecce had a great chance to 
equalise in injury time when Max 
‘Tonetto broke through the centre of 
the Milan defence but could only fire 
his shot straight at Milan goalkeeper 
Christian Abbiati. Milan substitute 


Milan vies with Giuliano Giannichedda of Lazio in 
their game in Milan. 


Marco Simone struck the post in the 
final Seconds. 


AS ROMA psd 
TORINO 0 


C= Francesco Totti 
grabbed the only gdal of the 
game in the 24th minute with a fine 
solo effort, rounding Torinc goal- 
keeper Luca Bucej before slotting 
home. 

Torino put Fabio Capello’s side 
under plenty of pressure after the 
break and Roma had keeper Ivan 
Pelizzoli to thank for a fine save 
which foiled Fabio Galante in injury 
time. 
Tt was Roma’s 10th win of the sea- 
son while Torino recorded their 
eighth loss in 17 games, 


VENEZIA 3 
PARMA 4 


arco Di Vaio scored a hat- 

trick for 10-man Parma ina 
thrilling 4-3 win at fellow strug- 
glers Venezia. 

Parma led 3-2 at the break but then 
had their captain, Italy defender 
Fabio Cannayaro, sent off in the 50th 
minute. 

Bottom-club Venezia pulled leyel a 
minute from the end through Filippo 
Maniero’s second goal but Di Vaio 
secured the win and his hat-trickyin 
the final minute. 


VERONA 1 


PIACENZA ) 
A 74th-minute strike by defender 
jarco Zanchi gave Verona a 
hard-earned victory over Piacenza. 
Verona attacked for most of the 
match and even had a Michele 
Cossato goal disallowed in the 16th 
minute, before finally securing their 

-eseventh victory of the season. 


Villa sets Ruud FA Cup shock 


uud van Nistelrooy 
ruined Peter 
Schmeichel’s big day 


with another stunning demon- 
stration of his goalscoring 
prowess as Manchester United 
mounted a stunning comeback 
at Villa Park. 

United were 2-0 down and 
seemingly heading out of the FA 
Cup when the Dutch master 
answered United’s alarm call from 
the substitute’s bench. 

Tha stunning five-minute spell, 
Villa’s 2-0 lead had been turned on 
its head. First Ole-Gunnar 
Solskjaer pulled one back for 
United on. 

And then Van Nistelrooy 
capped his first FA Cup tie with 
two goals in two minutes to break 
the heart of the former Manchester 
United goalkeeper. 

But they clearly missed the pace 
of Ryan Giggs and the penalty-box 
wiles of Van Nistelrooy, who was 
rested on the bench with a groin 
injury. 

Even so, they carved out the 
best of the few first-half chances. 

David Beckham, making only 
his second start in nine games, 
beat Villa’s offside trap in the 24th 


minute but found Schmeichel a big 


barrier. 

And when Solskjaer had a sight 
of goal, his shot turned into catch- 
ing practice for the former United 
keeper. 

Schmeichel should have been 


John Arne Riise (right) of Liverpool is fouled by Andrew Johnson of Birmingham City in the 


FA Cup Third Round match at Anfield. 


given no chance by Chadwick, 
though, a minute into the second- 
half, but from 18 yards he fired 
over. 

United were made to pay for 
that miss on 50 minutes when Lee 
Hendrie threaded a pass through 
the heart of the United defence. 

Phil Neville was outmanou- 
vered by Ian Taylor who held the 


United defender off to tuck his 
shot past Carroll. 

Villa doubled their lead a 
minute later, when another surge 
from Taylor caused confusion in 
the United defence as Merson loft- 
ed the ball forward. 

Neville had half an eye on 
Taylor and there was no communi- 
cation with Carroll as he nodded 


the ball past his keeper. 

That was the signal for United 
to throw Van Nistelrooy into the 
fray but Villa almost scored a third 
when Angel was inches away from 
making contact with Vassell’s 
cross. 

United had struggled to break 
down Villa’s resolute defence but 
on 76 minutes Solskjaer threw 


ARSENAL, LIVERPOOL 
MEET AGAIN 


he highlight of the FA Cup 

I fourth round draw on 

Sunday night saw Arsenal 
drawn at home to Liverpool. 

The two Premiership heavy- 
weights, who contested last season's 
final, were the last two teams in the 
hat. 


Liverpool won the final at the 
Millennium Stadium 2-1 in May last 
year, with two late goals by Michael 
Owen. 

‘Arsenal gained revenge of type 
with a 2-1 win in the recent 
Premiership match at Anfield after 
being reduced to 10 men. 


Olivier Bernard of Newcastle battles with Aki Riihilahti of 
Crystal Palace during the FA Cup Third round game at 
St James Park. 


Before their FA Cup meeting in 
the last week of January, the teams 
are scheduled to meet again in the 
Teague. 

Another potential all-Premiership 


encounter could see Steve 
McClaren’s Middlesbrough enter- 
tain Manchester United. 


Middlesbrough have yet to play 
their their third round tie against 
Wimbledon. 

But if they progress, McClaren 
will again renew acquaintances with 
his former boss at Old Trafford, Sir 
‘Alex Ferguson. 

“T hope he gets through,” 


Ferguson said of his former assistant 
manager after the draw was made. 

Ferguson's United came back 
from two goals down to beat Aston 
Villa on a dramatic day of action 
which also saw Cardiff and Bristol 
Rovers topple Premiership teams. 

However, neither side have been 
handed a lucrative reward. 

Cardiff, who beat Leeds United 2- 
1, will travel to either Southend or 
Tranmere. 

Rovers have again been drawn 
away, and after beating Derby at 
Pride Park, they face Gillingham. 


United a lifeline to set up a pulsat- 
ing finish. 

The Norwegian outwitted Olof 
Mellberg and slotted his shot 
between Schmeichel’s legs at the 
near post. 

But it was Van Nistelrooy who 
stole the show as he repaid anoth- 
er instalment of his $38m transfer 
fee. 

On 79 minutes the Dutchman 
latched on to Beckham’s nod- 


down, cushioning the ball perfect- 
ly on his chest before lashing the 
ball past Schmeichel. 

Two minutes later he stunned 
Villa by firing United into the lead. 

Solskjaer tured into the 
provider as he fed the ball through 
for Van Nistelrooy to commit 
Schmeichel before rounding him 
and guiding the ball into an empty 
net. 


FOURTH ROUND 
FIXTURES 
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Spanish Primera Liga 


Real Madrid 
take control 


ALAVES t) 


OSASUNA 2 
sasuna moved out of the 
relegation zone with this 
excellent win. Cesar 

Palacios headed the first on 51 

minutes and Alayes keeper 

Martin Herrera had to look live- 

ly to save good efforts from 

Fernando and Alfredo shortly 

after, 

It seemed just a matter of time 
before the second goal, though, 
and it duly arrived on 70 minutes, 
Francisco Jusue nodding in from a 
comer, 


BILBAO 1 

TENERIFE 2 
tight game suddenly 
opened up on 72 minutes 
as Bichi Fuertes beat the 

Bilbao keeper with a shot from 


* outside the box. 


Bruno Marioni slotted in the 
second, unchallenged, two min- 
utes later after a mistake from the 
home defence. Although Julen 
Guerro pulled one back five min- 
utes later, Tenerife held on for a 
surprise win. 


BARCELONA 2 
ZARAGOZA 0 


he Christmas break 

looked to have done 

Barcelona good as they 
attacked with relish throughout 
an entertaining game, 

‘The first goal came in injury- 
time just before the break, Sergi 
racing down the left and crossing 
for Patrick Kluivert to score with 
his first touch at the near post. 

Kluivert was the provider for 
the second, pulling back to provide 
a simple finish for Javier Saviola 
10 minutes after the interval. 


~ Real Sociedad’s Russian 
striker Khokhlov (left) and 
Las Palmas’ defender Angel 
tackle for the ball during 
their match. 


Barca might have added more as 


Rivaldo hit the post and bar. 
MALAGA - 2 
ESPANYOL () 


ergio Duda gave Malaga 

the lead with a smart free- 

kick on 35 minutes and 
Dario Silva completed the win 
with a penalty six minutes from 
time. 


REAL BETIS 1 


VALENCIA 3 
oals from Salva Ballesta 
and Adrian Ilie gave 
Valencia an early 2-0 

lead and they must have thought 

they had the three points 
secured when Betis had Luis 

Fernandez sent off on 42 min- 

utes, 

But Capi pulled one back just 
before halftime, and the game was 
back in the balance when Salva 
was sent off after 58 minutes for a 
blatant handball, his second book- 
able offence. 

With both teams down to 10 
men, Betis missed several clear 
chances to equalise before a Ruben 
Baraja penalty 11 minutes from 
time clinched the win for the visi- 
tors. 


VALLADOLID 2 


REAL MALLORCA1 
tricky run from Tote in 
the fifth minute set up 
Fernando for Valladolid’s 

first while Luis Garcia’s long 

shot just before the hour dou- 
bled the lead for the home side. 

Alberto Luque pulled one back 
on 65 minutes, side-footing home 
after the ball broke to him in the 
area. Despite dominating posses- 
sion for the remainder of the game, 
the visitors were unable to force an 
equaliser. 


CELTAVIGO 2 


VALLECANO 2 
elta recovered from Jon 
Perez Bolo’s first-half 
opener to take the lead 

with a Catanha header and a 

long-range strike from Edu. 

‘The Spanish league’s basement 
side came back impressively 
though, earning a deserved point 
as Bosnian international Elvir 
Bolic found space in the area to 
head home a cross from the right 


‘with just seconds remaining. 
LAS PALMAS 0 
SOCIEDAD 0 


eal Sociedad failed to 
reproduce the free-flow- 
ing football that earned 


them a 6-0 win over Valladolid 
in their last outing. 


Las Palmas were their usual 
solid selves at home and the game 
petered out into a goalless draw. 


REAL MADRID 3 
LA CORUNA 1 


eal claimed top spot at 

the halfway point in the 

season thanks to virtuoso 

goals from Zinedine Zidane and 
Raul. 

A furious opening spell brought 


First Division Results 


three goals in four minutes. 
Fernando Morientes put Real 
ahead with a neat finish in the fifth 
minute, Roy Makaay then levelled 
from the spot before Zidane 
cracked home from the edge of the 
box to make it 2-1. 

Raul made the game safe for 
Real on 63 minutes, receiving the 
ball with his back to goal, turning 
past two defenders and beating the 
Depor keeper with a fierce drive. 


VILLARREAL 0 
SEVILLA 2 


evilla took the lead via 

Francisco Casquero on 24 

minutes and the sending- 
off of Guillermo Amor 14 min- 
utes later left the home side in 
real trouble. 

Sevilla controlled the rest of the 
game, with Moises doubling their 
lead two minutes from time. But 
the striker’s retum to his former 
club came to an unhappy end as he 
received his second yellow card in 
injury time. 


ih 
1853 


Second Division Results 


At 
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Real Madrid's Raul Gonzalez (left) is challenged by 
Deportivo's Nourredine Naybet during their match at the 
Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid. - 


Brazilian Denilson de Oliveira (left) of Betis Seville 
struggles for the ball with Valencia’s Curro Torres. 


Alan Thompson: Celtic’s hardworking 
striker. 


BAD WEATHER ALL 
ROUND 


tephen Crawford scored twice and Scott 

Thompson also contributed with a goal 

as Dunfermline beat Motherwell 3-1 with 
Stuart Elliott finding the net for the visitors. 
Dunfermline’s win was the only all-SPL tie, 

Dundee United, meanwhile, comfortably beat 
Forres Mechanics 3-0 after a second half brace 
from Hasney Aljofree before Charlie Miller 
added a late third. Heart of Midlothian were 
made to work for their 2-1 win over Ross 
County. Ricardo Fuller scored twice in the sec- 
ond half but the home side were made to sweat as 
Perry pulled back a late goal. 

Kilmarnock also progressed to the fourth 
round with a convincing 3-0 win over Airdrie 
courtesy of goals from Ally Mitchell, Jesus 
Sanjuan, Peter Cannero. Stranraer, meanwhile, 
can look forward to a trip to Edinburgh for a 
replay against Hibs after forcing a 0-0 draw 
against the Premier League side on Saturday 
while Ayr United crushed Deveronvale 6-0. 

Tn the Fourth round, Celtic will face 
Kilmamock in the fourth round of the Scottish 
FA Cup if they overcome Alloa in the third round 
while Rangers will face the winners of the 
Stranraer y Hibernian clash if they beat Berwick 
in their postponed tie. 

Kilmarnock beat Airdire 3-0 in the third round 
in one of few games which could be played due 
to the freezing conditions in Scotland, And the 
Rugby Park club have now been drawn with the 
winners of the Celtic and Alloa, who had their 
clash postponed. 

Celtic’s Old Firm rivals Rangers will play the 
winners of Stranraer and Hibernian, who played 
Out a goalless draw on Saturday, if they beat 
Berwick in the third round. Dunfermline must 
trayel to Ayr, who dumped Highland League side 
Deveronvale out of the competition with a 6-0 
thrashing. 


Marcelo Gallardo gave Monaco all three 

points as they beat Paris Saint-Germain 2-1 
at the Parc des Princes. A Ronaldinho penalty three 
minutes before half-time gave PSG the lead, but 
Souleymane Camara levelled 18 minutes into the 
second half, and it was Didier Deschamps side who 
had the last laugh. 

Shabani Nonda broke clear down the wing, and his 
deep cross was superbly controlled by Gallardo, who 
then fired the ball calmly past Lionel Letizi. Lyon over- 
came an early setback to beat Guingamp 42 at the 
Stade du Roudourou, largely thanks to a hat-trick from 
Christoph Delmotte. Cedric Bardon put the home side 
ahead on five minutes, firing home the rebound after 
Fabrice Fiorese’s effort had been cleared off the line. 
Blase Kouassi, though, was dismissed for a profession- 
al foul three minutes before half-time, and Lyon found 
things much easier in the second half. Delmotte grabbed 
‘two in two minutes, and Sonny Anderson made it 3-1 on 
‘55 minutes as he latched onto a fine ball from the inspi- 


ee 


A late winner from Argentinian playmaker 


Montpellier’s Nenad Dzodic (left) fights 
for the ball with Lille’s Daqui Bakari. 


rational ric Carriere. Fiorese pulled one back two min- 
utes later from Stephane Camot’s cross, but to no avail, 
as Delmotte completed his hat-trick four minutes from 
time. Bordeaux climbed to within a point of PSG as they 
beat Rennes 2-1. Olivier Sorlin crashed home the open- 
er for Rennes after 25 minutes, only for Christophe 
Sanchez to level from Vikash Dhorasoo’s cross 12 min- 
utes later. Pedro Pauleta claimed the winner on 70 min- 
utes. Bruno Carotti broke the deadlock for Montpellier 
against Lille with a deflected shot on 27 minutes, and a 
Jonny Ecker own goal on 63 minutes made it 2-0. 

Charles Devineu and Hassan Ahamada were both on 
target as Nantes climbed out of the relegation zone with 
a 2-0 victory at Bastia. Mickael Isabey struck on 58 
minutes to cancel out Anthony Gauvin's 50th minute 
strike and earn Sochaux a point at Lorient. 


STAY TOP 
porting’s 2-1 win over Beira Mar kept them 
‘on top of the Portuguese premier league 
after the weekend’s matches, the first time 
they have led the standings at the halfway stage in 
20 years. 

‘Two set-piece goals by Brazilian defender Andre 
Cruz, one in each half, eamed Sporting their victory 
as they moved four points clear of second-placed 
Porto and reigning champions Boavista. Porto ended 
arrun of three games without a win by beating Pacos 
Ferreira 1-0 al home, while Boavista took on Vitoria 
Setubal on Monday. 

Sporting lead the standings with 36 points after 11 
wins in 17 matches, while Porto and Boavista, who 
have a game in hand, are both on 32. Fourth-placed 
Uniao Leiria, the surprise package of the season so 
far, beat Vitoria Guimaraes 2-1 at home on Saturday 
to lie six points behind the league leaders and one 
ahead of former European champions Benfica. Cruz 
‘opened the scoring on the half-hour for Sporting on 
Saturday with his first goal in a year, curling a free- 
kick from 25 metres into the top left comer. Brazilian 
midfielder Suninho Petrolina equalised for Beira Mar 
in the 59th minute, following a goalmouth scramble 
when Sporting’s Tiago Ferreira failed to gather a cor- 
ner kick. But free-kick specialist Cruz sealed victory 
10 minutes from time with another spot kick, lifting 
his tally of set-piece goals to cight since he joined 
Sporting three seasons ago. 

Porto ended their poor recent run by making the 
most of an error by the Pacos Ferreira goalkeeper 
Emilio Pinho. Pinho caught but failed to stop a free- 
kick by Porto’s Brazilian midfielder Deco Sousa in 
the 42nd minute. Pacos managed to find the Porto net 
in the final minutes but the goal was disallowed for 
offside, Benfica extended their run of games without 
a win to six, drawing 1-1 at home to Maritimo on 
Saturday. Maritimo went ahead after just 10 minutes 
with a goal from unmarked Brazilian striker Eric 
Gaucho, but Angolan forward Pedro Mantorras lev- 
elled for Benfica in the 25th. Elsewhere, bottom club 
Varzim played out a goalless draw with Salgueiros, 
Gil Vicente beat Farense 3-1 while Belenenses and 
Santa Clara drew 1-1. 5 


Pacos de Ferreira’s Jose Manuel (centre) 


fights for the ball with FC Porto’s 
Frederick. 


1618 33 
51933 


Bray Wanderers 2 Shamrock Réyers 1, 
Monaghan 1 Shelbourne 0, Bohemians 1 Derry 
City 0, St Patricks Athletic 3 Galway United 1, 
Dundalk 1 University College Dublin 1. 


PWD 
Shelbourne 23:13 
Shamrock Rovers 23 12 
Cork City 2 Ul 
St Patrick’s Athletic23 13 
Deny City B39 
University Col. 23 8 
Bohemians. 23 8 
Bray Wanderers 23 8 
Longford Town 22 6 
Dundalk 23.5 
Galway United 23 4 
Monaghan United 23 2 


S. AFRICAN FIRST DIVISION 


Free State Stars 1 Black Leopards 1, 
Mamelodi Sundowns 1 Santos 1, Ria Stars 2 
Manning Rangers 4, Umtata Bush Bucks v 
Orlando Pirates (postponed) Kaizer Chiefs 0 
Wits University 0, Lamontville Golden 
Arrows 2 AmaZulu 0, Moroka Swallows 2 
Classic 1. 
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PWDL 

Moroka Swallows 16 10 4 2 22 12 34 
Black Leopards 17 8 6 3 30 18 30 
Orlando Pirates 16 8 5 3 19 12 29 
Santos 157. 6 ema ney: 
SuperSport United 16 8 3 5 19 19 27 
Manning Rangers 15 8 2 5 31 20° 26 
Jomo Cosmos 157 2 6 17 14 23 
Wits Universiy 18 5 7 6 15 15 22 
Ajax Cape Town 14 6 3 5 14 10 21 
Kaizer Chiefs 12 6 2 4 16 16 20 
Free State Stews 16 4 6 6 14 14 18 
UmtataB. Bucks 16 5 3 8 16 21 18 
Mamelodi S'downs 11 4 5 2 10 7 17 
Ria Stars 16 4 4 8 18 23 16 
Golden Arrows 16 3. 7 6 16 20 16 
Hellenic 16 3 5 8 10 24 14 
AmaZulu 17 2.5" 1089S 250s 
Classic 0 


WELSH FIRST DIVISION 


Aberystwyth I Flexsys Cefn Druids 1, Barry 
Town 0 Caersws 3, Llanelli 2 Oswestry Town 2, 
Newtown y Cwmbran Town (postponed) Port 
Talbot 1 Bangor City 0, Rhayader Town v 
Haverfordwest (postponed) Rhyl 1 Afan Lido 
0, TNS Llantsantaffraid vy Carmarthen Town 
(postponed) Caernarfon Town .2 Connah’s 
Quay 1. a * 


WDL 
Liansantaffraid 17 10 4 3 
Connah’s Quay 1710 3 4 
Barry Town Li Siar 
Bangor City 79 4 4 
Caemarfon Town 18 8 5 5 3 
Rhyl 18. Sia 
Carmarthen Town 16 8 4 4 
Cwmbran Town 14 9 0 5 
Caersws _ 176 3 8 
Aberystwyth Town 14 6 3 5 
Afan Lido 16-6 2 8 
Newtown 16 4 6 6 
Port Talbot 15562 2iace 
Flexsys Druids 745 8 
Lianelli 74 4 9 
Haverfordwest 15°36 = 6: 
Oswestry Town 17 4 3 10 

16 Lo DIDI e890 56, 


Rhayader Town 
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PERTH GLORY 1210 
NEWCASTLE UNITED A226 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 12,6 
PARRAMATTA POWER 12:55 
MARCONI STALLIONS 12,5 
} OLYMPIC SHARKS Symes] 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 12=55 
NORTHERN SPIRIT eee 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES ig. 3 
ADELAIDE CITY i222 
SYDNEY UNITED A2EA3 
} KINGZ FC 12:--2 
1eme 


| SOUTH MELBOURNE 


ET SE 


\ 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


(N Sekulouski 19, S Young 81) 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 


(P Cardozo 28) 


Venue: WIN Stadium. Crowd: 4,018. Referee: B. Hugo. 
Cautions: N Spencer (NS) 4° 


Teams: WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Anastasiadis, Ceccoli, 

Cervinski, Castro (Wells 86), Reid, Sekulovski, Anthopoulos (Stanton 

66), Huxley, Blake, Mennillo, Sharland (Young 70). 

NORTHERN SPIRIT: Henderson, Watts, Bell, Spencer, Thomas 

(Sei 3), McDermott, Foster, Cardozo, Cranney, Hutchinson, 
riffiths. 


PERTH GLORY 


(B Despotouski 19, J Harnwell 42, M Horsley 51, D Mori 83) 


STRIKERS 2 


(J Carbone 21, M Baird 47) 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 14,592. Referee: S. Micallef. 
Cautions: S Miller (PG) 36° 


Teams: PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Horsley, Harnwell, Miller, 
Maloney, Despotovski, Garcia (Tarka 92), Junior, Mori,- Pryce, 
Naglieri (Faria 79). 
BRISBANE STRIKERS: Kearion, Alagich, Stefanutto, Grierson, 
Rech (Baird 46), Foster, Trajanovski (McKay 66), Carbone (McQuilter 
81), Heath, Dreger. 
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(G Goutzioulis 53, A Durante og 87) 


OLYMPIC SHARKS 1 


(L Wilson 86) 


Venue: Ericsson Stadium, Crowd: 3,153. Referee: C. Diomis. 
Cautions: M Burton (KFC) 41’, A Durante (OS) 63’, A Packer (OS) 
17 


Teams: KINGZ FC: Theoklitos, Perry, Goutzioulis, Urlovic, Viahos 
(Miyazawa 87), Ngata, Campbell (Davis 74), Markovski, Burton 
(Banks 81), Jackson, Douglas. 

OLYMPIC SHARKS: Bolton, Kohler (Demourtzidis 87), Wilson, 
Pondeljak, Halpin, North, Carle, Packer, Durante (Caravella 87), 
Bosevski (Owens 55f, Juric. 


MARCONI STALLIONS 1 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 2,982. Referee: M. Breeze. 
Cautions: C Bell (SM) 73°, N Tolios (SM) 79° 


Teams: MARCONI STALLIONS: Turnbull, Babic (Beauchamp 

75), Costanzo, Longo, Care, Renaud, Maisano, Tome (Radulovic™ 
64), Bozinovski, Webb (Gibson 64), Brosque. 

SOUTH MELBOURNE: Petkovic, losifidis, De Amicis, Durakovic, 

Panopotilos, Coveny, Buljan (Petrovic 77), Tolios, Murdocca, Bell 

(Pace 77), Santilli (Lia 67). 


Venue: Knights Stadium. Crowd: 3,962. Referee: A. Nardi. 
Cautions: P Bennett (PP) 11’, D Vasilevski (MK) 20’, A Vargas (MK) 
23°, L Lapsansky (PP) 52’ 


Teams: MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: John, R Vargas. Ognenovski. 

Horvat. Marth, Vasilevsii, Porter (Rajher 88), Sulemant (Debeve 77), 

dolic, A Vargas, De Jesus. 

PARRAMATTA POWER: Pogliacomi, Barrett, Orlic, Tobin. 

1 O'Sullivan, Arambasic (Kwasnik 89), Lapsansky, Fitzsimmons lrich 
60), Buonavoglia (Langdon 61), Eagleton, Bennett. 


Be It | 
| a) levoney UNEIED 71 
[ea aotiaiee KNIGHTS 0 SYDNEY - 
PARRAMATTA POWER 1 ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 1 


Venue: Sydney United SC. Crowd: 3,753. Referee: E. Lennie. 
Cautions: A Moric (SU) 37’, A Kovacevic (ACF) 46'+, M Karlovic 
(ACF) 53°, K Marusic (SU) 56’, G Mendez (SU) 86 

Red Cards: A Moric (SU) 72’ . C Menapi (SU) 82’ 


Teams: SYDNEY UNITED: Knezevic, Arrarte, Marusic (Mendez 
56), Moric, Milicic, Deur, Talevski (Cunico 83), Bilokapic, Sinozic. 
Zelic, Cevenini (Menapi 66) 

ADELAIDE CITY: Cagalj (Godley 46), Kemp (Pantelis 60), Fyfe, 
Kovacevic, Veart, Vidmar, Moreira, Tunbridge, Rees, Goulding, 
Karlovic (Budin 80). 


Michael Theokli 
heroic and 


The Kingz 
winning 


the Olympic Shar! 


rawvusieae ES 
FRIDAY JANUARY 11 
Kingz FC vs Brisbane Strikers 
Northern Spirit vs Parramatta Power 
SATURDAY JANUARY 12 
Marconi Stallions vs Wollongong Wolves 
Perth Glory vs South Melbourne 
SUNDAY JANUARY 13 
Melbourne Knights vs Newcastle Utd 
Sydney United vs Olympic Sharks 
Adelaide City Force vs Bye 


= 


cpt nema 


